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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE Britiſh Conſtitution, and its eſtabliſhed Laws and 


Liberties, are Things moſt valuable, which our Ance- 
| ſtors have all alongſt contended for, and ſometimes at 
the Expence of much Blood and Treaſure. Every-body 
abroad, that_ knows our Conſtitution, admires it, and envies 
our diſtinguiſhed Happineſs, becauſe of our civil Liberties in 
Britain, where the Inhabitants have Security to poſſeſs in 
Eaſe and Quiet, the Fruits of their own Induſtry, or the In- 
heritances of their Fathers or Relations, without being ſub- 


ject to the Pillage or Oppreſſion of arbitrary Lords or Supe- 


riors, or to the exorbitant Demands of lawleſs Princes; and 
where no Tax or Burden can be laid upon them, but by the 


Advice and Conſent of ſuch Repreſentatives as are nominated 


and elected by themſelves. No wonder then tho' every true 
Briton be anxiouſly concerned in Time of Danger, for pre- 
ſerving theſe Liberties to themſelves, and for handing them 
fafe down to Poſterity. 3 | 
But as the Soul is preferable to the Body, ſo our pure Bible- 
religion, our Goſpel-worſhip and Ordinances with Freedom 
of Conſcience, are of far greater Value to us than any ſecu- 
lar Bleſſing whatſoever, and conſequently worthy of all the 
Blood and Treaſure we have to expend for their Prefervation. 
----Now, when both our civil and facred Intereſts, even all 
that is dear to us as Men and Chriſtians, is threatned and at- 
tacked at once, as we ſee it is by the preſent unnatural Re- 
bellion ; how can any Britiſh Proteſtant be eaſy, or look on 
the Danger with an Eye of Indifference ? 3 
There are many excellent Papers publiſhed, fince the Com- 
mencement of this Rebellion, in behalf of our civil Rights 
and Privileges ſtruck at thereby : But ſecing it belongs to one 
in my Sphere to be chiefly concerned about our religious _ 
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tereſts which appear to be equally in Danger, I judged it ſea- 
ſonable to eſſay in ſome Sermons to demonſtrate the Verity, 
Purity, and Scripture- foundation of the Proteſtant Reformed 
Religion, which we profeſs; and alſo the Abſurdity, Blaſphe- 
my, Idolatry, Treachery, Cruelty, and Antichriſtian Foun- 
dation of the Popiſh Religion which theſe Nations are threat- 
ned with; and that in order to confirm Proteſtants, and quic- 
ken their Zeal to maintain their holy Religion againſt the At- 
tempts of Rome and her Abettors, and to uſe all lawful and 
warrantable Means both ſpiritual and temporal for that End. 
2 Books already written againſt Popery are both innu- 
metable and unanſwerable; but, many of them being large 
and ſcholaſtick, I have abridged the Controverſy in a few 
Sermons in plain Language, for the Advantage of thoſe who 
may not have Time, or Capacity to read or comprehend lar- 
ger Volumes: And theſe I have publiſhed for undeceiving the 
Simple, into whom Jacobite Proteſtants would fain inſtil more 
favourable Notions of Popery than what is juſt, in order to 
ave the Way for their ſetting up a Popiſh King over them. 
It is neceſſary then to countermine them, by ſetting Popery 
in a true Light, that Proteſtants may keep up their Abhor- 
rence of it. For, where their Abhorrence of Popery doth 
decreaſe, there Jacobitiſm is fair to increaſe.---- Oh, if Scots 
Proteſtants had maintained the Zeal of their Fathers againſt 
Popery, Jacobitiſm had not ſpread ſo in the Land, nor had 
the preſent Rebellion found ſuch Encouragement as it hath 
done. Our Fathers ſtill looked upon Popery as the Religion 
and Device of Antichriſt, and not as the Inſtitution of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And if Facobite Proteſtants would allow themſelves 
to think calmly, without Partiality or. Byaſs, upon the Popith 
Tenets; they would ſoon drop their favourable, Thoughts 
of Popery, and be obliged to own, that Popery is not Chri- 
ſtianity, but Antichriſtianity; and the Eftabliſhment of it 
would prove the Eſtabliſhment of Irreligion and Vice, and 
the Rooting out of both Chriſtianity and Morality ; the Diffe- 
rence between theProteſtant and Popiſh Religion being the ſame 
that is between Light and Darkneſs, between certajn Truths 
and groſs Abſurdities, between ſpiritual Worſhip and groſs 
Idolatry, between heavenly Benevolence and djabolical Cruel- 
ty, between Jeſus Chriſt the Light of the World, and Satan 
the Prince of Darkneſs: And that therefore it is moſt juſt to 
hate Popery, that! Myſtery of Iniquity, and carefully to avoid 
it, and whatever hath a Tendency to introduce it among us. 
„ But (fay they) Papiſts hold the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
E why then ſhould we keep at ſuch a Diſlance — 
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To which I anſwer, They hold other Principles which do 
ſubvert theſe Eſſentials which they profeſs, and therefore we 
ſhould avoid them as we do theſe who have the Plague. A 
Man that hath: the Plague hath the Eſſentials of a Man, and 
yet we flee from him, ' becauſe he hath the Plague. Alas! 
Papiſts are overrun with a moſt infectious Plague of damna- 
ble Error and Idolatry, as is evident from the following Ser - 
mons; and therefore God calls us to ſeparate from them. 
_ How aſtoniſhing is it then, that any who own themſelves 
Ptoteſtants ſhould take up Arms againſt a Proteſtant King, 
and ſhed Proteſtant Blood, for introducing a Popiſh Govern- 
ment, and for overturning a Proteſtant Adminiſtration,” un- 
der which, Subjects of all Sorts have enjoyed the greateſt Li- 
berty for Fifty eight Years; and where, in lieu of it, they 
muſt expect nothing but Popery, Tyranny and Slavery! And 
ſhall Scots Proteſtants be ſo abſurd and infatuated! Is not this 
to make Scotland à Reproack and Difgrace to Proteſtants! 
yea, a Hiſſing and Aſtoniſhment to all the Proteſtant World! 
Is there any Proteſtant Nation, or Body of. Proteſtants upon 
the Face of the Earth, that would go with Facobite Prote- 
ſtants, and fight under the Banner of Antichriſt, againſt the 
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Religion of Jeſus Chriſt their Saviour, which they profeſs !. 


Oh, it were better that theſe who are Papiſts in Heart, would. 


throw off the Mask, honeſtly declare what they are, and no 
more diſgrace the Protcilant Name. | | 1 
« But (ſay they) the King we fight for, is wiſer than to 
* meddle with our Religion; nay, he hath promiſed, and 
* would come under the moſt ſolemn Obligations, to main- 
„ tain the Proteſtant Religion among us.“ | | 


Anſw. So indeed did his ſuppoſed Father, as ſundry Popiſh | 


Princes have done, but ſoon forgot theſe Obligations after- 
wards. It is the greateſt Folly for Proteſtants to truſt theſe 
whole Religion teaches and avows the breaking of Faith to 
Hereticks. - 8 


« But (ſay they) the King we would have, is now made 


** wiſer by dear-bought Experience than others, and would not 


cc 


be impoſed on by the Pope or Papiſts to ruine himſelf, by 
ving ſeen his Father's wrong Steps, and the fatal Conſequen- 


avoid them, for ſecuring his Throne in Time to come.” 

Anſw. If he is a thorow Papiſt, as doubtleſs he is, he muſt 
look on all theſe wrong Steps of his Father as good Works, 
and the Conſequences to him not unhappy, but full of Merit, 
and to be deſired by every good Catholick; Why? * 5 
| elie ve 


ſeeking to alter our Religion, or to eſtabliſh Popery : For ha- 


ces of them to him and his Poſterity, he would be careful to 


V1 . 
believe that theſe have exalted him to ſit among the moſt 
powerful and glorious Saints in Heaven, and theſe who are 
entitled to Worſhip and Adoration by all below. And why 
ſhould not one of his Principles be ambitious to follow his 
Steps, and obtain his high Honours in Heaven, as he is now 
ambitious to obtain his fading Crown on Earth? 8 
- Again, were Jacobites ſo numerous and powerful in the 
Land, as to raiſe the Pretender to the Throne; What would 
he have to fear from ſuch Subjects? What ſhould hinder him 
from eſtabliſhing Popery, when they ive their King an un- 
controulable Power above the Laws? It is their declared Prin- 
ciple, that there is an abſolute and unlimited Power in the King, 
and be is anſwerable to none for what he doth, bui ta God Al- 
mighty. Whereas an abſolute Power or unlimited Authority 
over rational Creatures is one of the Prerogatives peculiar to 
the great Sovereign of Heaven and Earth; and for any Mor- 
tal to uſurp or chim it, is high Treaſon againſt him who is 
the King eternal, immortal, c. And would not theſe pro- 
feſſed Principles of Subjects give great Encouragement to a 
Romiſh Bigot to diſpenſe with the Laws in favours of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and declare himſelf for Popery ; eſpecially 
ſeeing he muſt believe Proteſtants to be the Peſts of human 
Society, and that he is bound in Conſcience to extirpate the 
Proteſtant Religion under the Pain of Damnation, and to 
obey his ſpiritual Sovereign the Pope in what concerns the 
Catholick Cauſe; who he believes can abſolve him from all 
Oaths, Promiſes, or Engagements, that may be prejudicial 
tO it: | | 5 
No doubt but ſome Popiſh Princes may be wiſe and conſi- 
derate, generous and good-natured, as well as Proteſtant 
Princes: But, wherever the Intereſt of their Religion comes 
to be concerned, their ſanguinary Zeal for it comes to be too 
ſtrong for their good Nature and Humanity, and frequently 
an Over- match for their Reaſon and Intereſt too; ſo that 
Proteſtants can never truſt them. They may promiſe what 
they will, but they cannot perform what they will; their 
Conſciences being in another Man's keeping, to whom they 
ſand ſolemnly engaged, as their infallible Guide in Religious 
Matters : They may be permitted to ſwear what they pleaſe, 
but they muſt not be allowed to keep their Oaths, if Hereſy 
be concerned; for, in that Caſe, the Pope, the Guide of their 
Conſciences, will declare it a good Work and highly merito- 
rious to break them, and abſolve them from all Oaths and 
Obligations whatſoever. For it is a Thing notorious, that 
Papitts reckon it a mortal Sin ta favour Hereſy, or * 
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| the Proteſtant Religion, when they have Power and Oppors 


tunity to deſtroy it: And how can a Prince that is a bigotted 


Papil think of dying under the Guilt of ſuch a mortal 
Sin? | . 5 6 | 3 
When YJacobites are driven from all their other Pretexts, 
they flee to their ſtrong Hold of a hereditary Right by Birth 
and Blood, which they ſay is Divine and Indefeaſible; con- 
cerning which, I would. intreat them to confider a few 
Things--:-- | ; 1-10 1s 0 948 
1. I would remind them, that the Houſe of Stewart came 
to the Throne, not by hereditary Right, but by the Choice 
and Conſent of the Parliament and People; ſeeing it is welt 
known that Baliol and his Heirs, whom they rejected, did 
deſcend from the eldeſt Daughter of the Royal Family, and 
fo had the hereditary Right according to our Law; and not 
Bruce, from whom the Stewarts are ſprung, who deſcended 
from the younger Siſter: But the Scots Nation judged that 


Baliol by his unworthy Behaviour did juſtly forfeit the Crown, 
and Bruce was far more deſerving of it. Our Anceftors then 


were of the ſame Mind with our Fathers at the late happy 
Revolution, that ſalus populi eſt ſuprema lex; and that 
Princes were made for the Good of Nations, and not Nations 
for the Honour and Glory of Princes; and that the heredi- 
tary Right of Princes was alterable, and not indefeaſible. 
2. Suppoling the Stewarts had deſcended from the eldeſt 


Daughter, as they did not, it would not prove their Right 
to the Crown to be Divine or Iudefeaſible; for we read often 


of God's paſſing by the Eldeſt in Families, and pitching upon 


the Younger to govern, as in the Caſe of Judab, Saul, 


David, &c. — Likewiſe, under the New-teſtament Times, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was far from judging this hereditary 
Right eſſential to a lawful Government; for we find him, 
Mat. xxii. 21. inſtructing the Jes to be obedient unto Cefar, 
or the Roman Emperor, to whom the Jewiſh Nation had 
ſubjected themſelves. Now Tiberius Ceſar then upon the 
Throne, to whom he would have them continue obedient, 
was not the next in Blood to Auguſtus whom he ſucceeded in 
the Empire, but a Man of another Family, Son of Tiberius 
Nero, whoſe Wife only Auguſtus had married, and out of 
Favour named him in his Will to ſucceed him, tho he had a 
Grandſon of his own then alive, and a Great-grandſon too. 
Now, if Auguſtus his neareſt Heirs in Blood had a Right divine 
and indefeati 


ible, no Mortal could have ſet them aſide by his 


nere arbitrary Will; neither would Chrift have taught Qbe= - 


dience to Tiberius who had nat this Birth- claim, n 
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Render unto Ceſar the Things that are Ceſar g. Jacobites, 4c. 
cording to their Principles, muſt hold Tiberius to have been 
an Uſurper; yet Chriſt approves his Title (as being owned 
and ſubmitted to by the Nation) ſo far as to injoin Tribute 
and Obedience to him: Likewiſe the Apoſtle Paul, after 
Chriſt's Example, doth injoin Obedience and Tribute to the 
ſucceeding Emperors, Rom. xiii. who had no more Title to the 
Empire by Birth than Tiberius nñAal . 

From all which Inſtances, it is manifeſt that an hereditary 
* to Government is not of . Divine Appointment, but 
only the Ordinance and Appointment of Men, for the gene- 
ral Good of Mankind; and, being ſuch, why may it not be 
altered by Men when they find it ceaſes to be for their Good, 
as ſometimes it doth ? ſo our Anceſtors found it in the Days 
of Baliol and James VII. For to maintain that this hereditary 
Righti is unalterable in any Caſe, is inconſiſtent with Reaſon 
and the Light of Nature, as well as with the Word of God, 
and would overthrow the Right of the Houſe of Stewart as 
well as others. How abſurd is it to fay, that any Man 
and his Heirs. have a divine and indefeaſible Right to rule 
over and diſpoſe of Nations with their Lives and Fortunes 
incontroulably, as they have of diſpofing of their Cattle or 
other Goods! This: were to degrade rational Creatures into 
the Rank of Brutes.— Vea, it would amount to Blaſphemy, 
to maintain that a Man hath ſuch a Right from God, a 
Right that cannot be ſet aſide on any Account, not for the 
moſt out ragious Tyranny, Barbarity, or cruel Oppreſſion of 
Body or Conſcience, and'that God allows poor Mankind no 
Remedy in any fuch Caſe, bat that they muſt patiently ſub- 
ject themſelves to be trode down, butchered and deſtroyed 
by one of their Fellow-creatures at his Pleaſure ! For this were 
to make Almighty God, who is the merciful Parent of Man- 
kind, the Pattern of cruel Oppreſſion and Tyranny, which 
he abhors and declares againſt in the ſtrongeſt Terms. 
: Taftly,: Let Jacobites remember, that. our Sovereign King 
George II. hath ur:deniably an hereditary Right to our Crown 
in the Proteſtant Line, his Houſe being the only Proteſtant 
Family in the World, of the Royal Line of Stewart. And 
feeing, by our fundamental Laws and Settlement, every Man 
that is a Papiſt is declared incapable to inherit the Crown of 
theſe Realms, it being found by the grand Council and Wiſ- 
dom of theſe Nations, after the freeſt and matureſt Delibera- 
tion, that a King of Popiſh Principles is incompatible with 
their Safety and Welfare; all Popith Heirs whatſomever are 
to be held as naturally dead, and ſo they are in the. * 
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the: Law. Wbherefore, in conſequence of this fundamental 


* 


Law, the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover hath plainly in Courſe; 


as well as by the free Choice of theſe Nations, all the here⸗ 
ditary Right and Title to the Throne that any legal Prince 


can have. And, according to the ſaid Settlement, King George J. 
ſucceeded peaceably to the Crown, and was univerfally 
ſubmitted- to by theſe Nations upon his coming to us. — Well 


then, if it be lawful for Nations of their own, free Choice 


to ſecure their Religion, their Liberties, Laws and Properties 
from utter Ruin and Subyerſion, by excluding Papiſts from 


the Throne; and if it be lawful for them to confer their 


Government where they think theſe choice and valuable 
Bleſſings will be beſt ſecured ; there cannot be a better Title 
to a Crown in the World than our preſent King hath. Why? 
it is the deliberate Gift of a whole Nation, unasked, unſought- 
for by him or any of his Anceſtors. For the Crown was moſt 
freely and voluntarily offered to, and ſettled upon, Princeſs 
Sophia of Hanover and her Heirs continuing Proteſtants, 
about Fifteen Vears before that Settlement took place; and, 


during that Interval, the Title of that illuſtrious Houſe was | 


frequently confirmed by many Acts and Oaths. Princeſs 
Sophia was declared Succeflor, as next of Kin in the Prote- 
ſtant Line, being Grand-daughter to King James VI. and 
that in parſuance of former Acts and Laws deſigned to be 
fundamental and unalterable, which excluded all Papiſts from 
ſucceeding. Now, our preſent gracious Sovereign being 
Grandſon of. the ſaid Princeſs Sophia, her Title is naturally and 
legally conveyed to him. It was plainly upon the Principles 
of Neceſſity and Self- preſervation that theſe Proteſtant King; 
doms proceeded to exclude Papiſts from the Succeſſion to 
their Crown, and to ſecure to themſelves, as much as may 


be, a King of their own Religion, and whoſe Principle are 
conſiſtent: with their Safety and Happineſs ; and what reaſon+ 


able Man can blame them for ſo doing? gs 
From what is ſaid, it doth evidently appear how ground- 
les. and unreaſonable the preſent Rebellion is; and doth yet 
more appear, when it is conſidered, that no Man had the 


leaſt. Hardſhip or Oppreſſion to complain of from the preſent 


King or his Adminiſtration, and none could ſay that he had 
ever made any Infringement upon the Laws or Liberties of 
the Subject: Nay, the Rebels themſelves, while peaceahle, had 
the. fame free Acceſs. to all Encouragements and Privileges 


with the King's beſt Subjects. And, ſeeing they had not the 


leaſt Shadow of Provocation for it, it muſt be horridly wicked 
and impious in them to riſe 3 ſpoil and murder theſe 


ho 
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Who defire to live quietly in the Land under a Proteſtant 
Government: to which they are ſworn, and can have ng 
Freedom to conſent to a Change, ſuffer what they will for 
ie 


Again, I defire all to conſider, ſhould the Rebels fucceed 
in their Deſign, how dreadful the Confequences muſt be; Our 
Proteſtant King muſt-be depoſed and murdered, and ſo muſt 
all his Family if they did not flee. And the Conſequence of 
this muſt be, that no Proteſtant Prinee nruſt ever rule theſe 
Nations again, but a Succeſſion of Popiſh Princes muſt be 
eſtabliſhed for ever. And again, the C uence of that 
muft be, the rooting out of the Proteftant Religion in a 
Kingdoms for ever, and ſettling Popery for ever in its ſtead, 
ragether with French Tyranny and arbitrary Power. And what 
would probably follow on this, but the extirpating of the 

Proteſtant Religion in all our 'Settlements and Colonies re 

yea, in all Places of the Earth? For I look upon Britain us 
the main Fence, under God, of the Proteſtant Religion 

through the World, and its ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Rome 

and her Allies. 

I do not mention theſe Things merely to amuſe or frighten 
People without Cauſe; for theſe Conſequences ſeem to be 
— moſt natural and unavoxdable, and muſt follow natively, if 
Free Agents be permitted to act freely, and natural Cauſes to 
produce their natural Effects. So that they muſt certainly 
Happen, if God by a wonderful Power do not interpoſe to 
'Hinder them; and 1 know not what Ground we have till to 
expect Miracles.—— Again, Let us take a View of the Miſ- 
"chiefs, the Robbery and Plunder, the Murders and Maffacres, 
"which the Rebels muſt needs be guilty of before they can 
poſſibly reach their End, ſeeing they have the King and Par- 
Famer and whole Wealth of the three Nations againſt them. 
We may reafonably ſuppoſe them to come that Length, as 
to burn or pillage many Towns, Villages and fingle Houſes, 
nay, to rob, abuſe, wound and murder many Thouſands of 
innocent People; why ? merely becaufe they adhere to the 
eſtabliſned Government, and do not aſſiſt them in their Re- 
'bellion. Poſſibly, when they entred upon it at firſt, they 
might have no Intention of ſuch Cruelties ; but, if they per- 
ſevere in their preſent Courſe, their Neceſſities and Circum- 
ſtances will unavoidably bring them to them at Length. They 
may promiſe the reſtoring of our Peace and Privileges upon 
the Event of their Succeſs; but what Ground can we have 
to expect the Security of our Properties from Men of arb!- 
trary Principles, Liberty to tender Conſeiences from _ 
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PREFACE. xi 
or Men of a perſecuting Spirit, Protection to our Trade from 
the Tools of theſe who are the Rivals of our Trade, or 
Safety to the Proteſtant Religion from a Rowiſh Bigot educa- 
ted at Rome by the Pope, to whom he is ſo dear, that he has 
appointed Prayers, and the Sacrament to be expoſed, for his 
Succeſs in Scotland : 5 i | 

But tho' we have no Ground to truſt the Promiſes of Pa- 
iſts and their Abettors, yet let us Kill truſt in a gracious God 
or Deliverance from their Power: For ſeeing God by his 
wonder-working Hand hath brought about a Reformation 
from Popery and Idolatry, and ſettled the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in Britain, Ireland and other Nations, we have Reaſon 
to hope that God will not give us up to our Enemies, how- 
ever ſharp a Scourge he make them to us, in regard the Pre- 

ſervation of t cligion through the World ſeems very 
much to depend upon the Safety of Britain. We have 
Ground to believe, it is not the Scheme of Providence, to 
_ ſuffer the Proteſtant Religion wholly to fink ; eſpecially con- 
fidering how wonderfully God hath interpoſed for it againſt 
the Deligns of Rome in many Inſtances, and hath promiſed to 

deſtroy re at length.— It would fill a Volume, to give 
2 Hiſtory of the miraculous Revolutions, Preſervations, De- 
lverances, and Interpoſitions of Divine Providence in behalf 
of Sg 1 1 in Britain n 2 290 News 

aſt, particularly in the Years 1547, 1558, 1560, 1588, 1605, 
1685, * 1692, 1696, 1 1714, 1715, 1716, 1743s 
1745. The ſeaſonable Interpoſitions for Britain and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in theſe Vears, do ſnew how much they are 
the peculiar and conſtant Care of Providence. Now, what 
ſo reaſonable Account can be given for ſuch a numerous Sett 
of Deliverances, but that God has thought fit to make this 
Iſand à Fence and Bulwark againſt Rome and her wicked 
Attempts to ſubvert true Religion and Chriſtianity ? For.ſhe 

has employed her worldly ecclefiaſtick Power theſe - 1200 
Years to ſpread Idolatry, Delufton, anne Impiety, 
War and Deſtruction among the Nations. Bleſſed be God, 
that hath ſo eminently honoured Britain in Times paſt to 
ſtop her Career, and doth ſtill preſerve this Ifland for that 
End, 6 e of our hainous Sins and Provocations. 
He even faves us for his Name's Sake, And his Interpo- 
_Stions for us againſt the Deſigns and Attempts of Rome have 
frequently been by Ways and Means very ſurpriſing and un- 
expected by us, not by our Sword or our Bow, but by his own 

Right-hand, Arm and Countenance. How remarkably hath he 
_Ippeared for us ſometimes, by ſtriking Terror into the * 
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of our Enemies, even in the Time of their greateſt Fierce- 
neſs and Boaſting,” and made them haſte to flee away! He 
hath made the Name of a fingle Perſon. a Terror to them, 
as he did the Name of Gideon to the Midianites, Judges vii. 
20. when the whole Hoſt fled at their hearing him and his 
300 Men blow their Trumpets, and cry, The Sword of the 
Tord and of Gideon. Now he who hath ſo delivered us for- 
merly, is ſtill the almighty and faithful God; and therefore 

we truſt in him that he will yet deliver us, 2 Cor. i. 10. 

At the ſame Time I acknowledge, that the preſent awful 
Diſpenſations of God to the Land are very humbling, and 
have a loud Voice to Men of all Degrees and Stations among 
us, calling us to conſider our Ways, repent. of our Sins, 
abandon the prevailing Vices of the Age, and ſet about a 
thorow Reformation. But ſeeing this Subject is ſo excellently 
well managed in a late Pamphlet, intituled, [Britain's Remem- 
brancer, or the Danger not over, London printed, and reprint- 
ed at Edinburgh, and ſold there by Meſſieurs Lumiſden and 
Robertſon ; I ſhall add no more upon it, ſave earneſtly to re- 
commend the ſaid Pamphlet to every-body's ſerious Peruſal 
and Conſideration : The Author hath indeed remarkably ſer- 
ved his Generation by it. | LE | 
What I have ſaid in this Preface of the Br:izi/h Conſtitution 
'and Revolution-ſettlement, brings to my Mind ſome Pofitions 
about Government, that are ſupported not only by the Light 
of Nature and ſtrongeſt Reaſon, but alſo by the Judgment of 
the moſt eminent Lawyers and Civilians; which I humbly 
recommend to the Conſideration of theſe who plead for the 
indefeaſible hereditary Right of. Princes, and for unlimited 
Monarchy and arbitrary Power. 5 | 
1. God Almighty hath left Nations the Liberty of ſetting 
up ſuch Models of Government as beft pleaſe themſelves. 
2. Magiſtrates were ordained for the Good of Nations, and 
not = #7 for the Honour and Glory of Magiſtrates. 

3. TheRight and Power of Magiſtrates, in every Country, 
is that · which the Laws of the Country make it to be. 
4. Theſe Laws are to be religiouſly obſerved; and the Oaths 
Which are taken, having the Force of a Contract between 
Magiſtrates and People, cannot he violated without Danger 
of diſſolving the whole Fab fick. 
F. As none can ſay they receive their Kingdoms immediate- 
Ay from God, the beſt Right that any can challenge to theit 
Crowns is, that they and their Anceſtors received them by 
the. Conſent of willing Nations. 5 
6. If this be not acknowledged, there is no King - _ 
aha N | | OJaQ 
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World that has any Title to that Crown he wears, nor ca 
plead it, unleſs he could deduce his Pedigree from the elde 
Son of Noah; and ſhew that the Succeſſion had ſtill continued 
in the eldeſt of the eldeſt Line, and had been ſo brought 
Jon mr. ²˙ os Boca ed 
There is one Thing more that I would ſay to the Reader 
of the following Sermons; That as I. had not Room, ſo 
thought it not needful to burden them with long Quotations 
from the Council of Trent, the Council of Conſtance, Lateran 
Council, Bellarmine's Writings, | the Rhemiſts and other 
which mo eyicently verify the Proteſtants Charge againſt 
Popery; yet I think I have been ſo cautious in m Kffertions, 
that Papiſts will, not readily accuſe me of mi 8 
Popery. But, if any ſhould do it, let the Reader ems 
what many Proteſtant Authors have quoted from their Coun- 
cils and Writings; ſuch as Tillotſon, Stillingfleet, Watte, Tan- 
niſon, Owen, Poole, Baxter, &c. And particularly conſult 
Doolittle's Sermon on the Novelty: of a ; Clarkſorn's. 
ractical Divinity of the Papiſts; a Roman Catechiſm, licenſed 
y Authority, .and printed at London Anno 1686. And every 
one of theſe will ſhew; I have not given a wrong Accopn 


of the Romiſh Religion. 5 
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„ Dal Gal. i. 18. x _ ba 
But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel unto you, than that which we 


have preached unto you, let him be accurſed, or 
be under an Anathema. 1 


HE Apoſtle here is reproving the Galatians 
= for Unſtedfaſtneſs in the Faith, and being 
ſo apt to be ſeduced by Error, and into that 
which he calls another Goſpel, as it led them 
to another Way of Juſtification and Salva- 
tion than Jeſus Chriſt had laid down in his 
" =® ® Goſpel, and was preached and written to 
them by his Apoſtles. But, to fortify them againſt falſe 
Teachers, the Apoſtle with great Aſſurance afferts the Truth 
and Reality of the Goſpel he and other Miniſters of Chriſt 
had preached unto them. And he is fo fully perſwaded of the 
Divinity of the Goſpel-way of Salvation by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that he pronounces an Anathema upon theſe who 
would preach any other Goſpel: And to ſhew them thar; this 
Sentence did not proceed from Paſſion or intemperate Zeal, - 
but from Divine Inſpiration, he repeats it in the next Verſe, 
Let them be accurſed. Alſo obſerve how ſtrang he puts the 
Caſe} in the Text, Tho' we or an Angel, &c. as if he had ſaid, 
« Were it even poſſible that an Apoſtle working Miracles, or 
* a bright ſhining Angel from Heaven, ſhould forge or preach 
*'a new Goſpel to you, his Goſpel is to be judged an Im- 
« poſture, and himſelf accurſed, for corrupting and falſify- 
* ing the pure Religion of Jeſus Chriſt,” | 
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MN ho they are that teach another Goſpel. 


. DOCT.. Thele, who. teach another Goſpel or Religion than 
Chriſt hath taught and left to the World, are expoſed to 
the dreadful Curſe of God, ' © . 
Here I propoſe to do theſe three Things; 1. Enquire what 
is meant by this Curſe.— 2. Who they are that teach ano- 
ther Goſpel, and are expoſed to it. —3. To apply this Do- 
ctrine to ſome who are particularly guilty. £ 
I. By the Curſe denounced. in the Text, is meant the juft 
Sentence of God's ſin-revenging Juſtice, which burns moſt 
fiercely againſt Sin, and not only denounceth but inflicts terri- 
ble Wrath and Vengeance, in the Judgments which he pours 
out upon thoſe who rebel againſt his holy revealed Will, and 
l theſe who contemn his Goſpel-way of Salvation 
aid down in his Word. | | 
II. Who are theſe that teach another Goſpel? Anſw. They 
are ſuch as pervert the good Tidings which Chriſt publiſheth, 
or alter the Method of Salvation revealed by him in his Go- 
ſpel or written Word, by opening a different Way of Juſti- 
cation and Salvation to fallen Mankind, than what 1s there 
laid down. Such were the falſe Teachers among the Gala- 
tians, here reproved, who taught Juſtification not to be b 
Faith, but by the Works of the Law: This the Apoſtle calls 
another Goſpel, which expoſes its Teachers to God's heavy 
Curſe: ? Becauſe hereby they would pervert the very 
Defign of Chrift's Goſpel, and make it ma contrary 
Purpoſes to what he intended by it. Chriſt's Deſign was to 
advance God's Glory in Man's Salvation, and to humble the 
loſt Creature before him; to make Self nothing, and free 
Graceall. Now, theſe Galatian Teachers, who would have 
Juſtification to be hy Works, forged a Goſpel of their own, 
which ſeryed to exalt Self, and to diſparage the free Grace of 
God in faving Sinners thro' Chriſt ; which is directly eon- 
trary to the Deſign of the true Goſpel of Chriſt. — Again, 
there was another Thing theſe Teachers did inculcate upon 
Chriſtians, as neceſſary ; that they ſhould ſubmit to the old 
Yoke of Ceremonies, tho' now abrogated by Chriſt's com- 
ing: This being againſt the Goſpel. of Chrift, the Apoſtle 
warns them againſt it, as another Goſpel: Stand faſt, faith 
he, in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, and 
be not 7 2 again in the Yoke of Bondage, Gal. v. 1. 
But I haften to the third Head 1 propofed, being the main. 
'Thing I intend. | P 
III. The Application of the Doctrine. 5 
My Text and Doctrine ſpeak both Reproof and Terror » 
= the 


Peoepery contrary to Scripture. i3 
the Church of Rome as much as to the falſe Teachers in G 
latia, in regard they teach another Goſpel in the two Reſpects 
above-mentioned, as well as they, and fo are equally expo- 
ſed to the Apoſtle's Anathema. Why? the Romaniſts teach 
another Way of Juſtification than by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
to wit, by their own Works and Merits. Likewiſe, . lay 
upon Chriftians 4 Yoke of uninſtituted Geremonies and ſu- 
perſtitious Inventions, upon which they lay great Streſs for 
Acceptance with God; whereby they forge a e Goſpel 
for exalting Self, and diſparaging free Grace, contrary to the 
Deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Now, whoever they be 
that do this, be they Apoſtles, be they Angels, be they Popes 
or Pretenders to Infallibility, the Spirit of God denounces an 
Anathema againſt them. Let Papiſts then dread the Efficacy 
of this Curſe, who in their new Goſpel forbid what Chrift 
requires, and require what he forbids; of Which afterwards. 
Were their Eyes but opened, it might greatly affect them to 
ſee the Church of Rome and her Council of Trent, who are 
ſo very liberal of Anathema's and Curſes upon others, I ſay, 
to ſee themſelves here anathematized with a Vengeance, by 
One whoſe Authority, they muſt confeſs, is ſuperior to theirs. 
Surely this one Anathema of the Spirit of God is more 
= tul than all the bruta fulmina of Rome and her infallible 
iſnops. | W 85 Wed 
Now, that it may more convincingly appear that Popery is 
here anathematized, I intend to demonſtrate at ſome Length 
from the holy Scriptures (the only Rule of Faith and Pra- 
ctice in religious Matters) that Popery is another Goſpel, ano- 
ther Scheme of Salvation than what Chriſt doth in his Goſpel 
lay down: Yea, that Popery is not Chriſtianity, but Anti- 
chriſtianity ; a Religion deviſed by Antichriſt, exceeding dan- 
gerous and damnable to the Souls of Men. — And this Sub- 
ject I judge proper to inſiſt on at this Time, that may ex- 
oner myſelf, and give Warning to all my Hearers, and to all 
my Fellow-proteſtants in Britain and Ireland, could my Word 
reach them, of the Evils and Danger of Popery, when theſe 
Nations are threatned with it, more than they have been at 
any Time ſince the Revolution in 1688. That Popery then 
is another Goſpel, appears by the following Arguments. 


Fir ſt Arg. That Religion which teacheth many Doctrines 
as Matters of Faith, and Duties as Matters of Practice, for 
which there is no Foundation or Warrant in the Word of God, 
nay, many of them expreſly contrary to it, is evidently ano- 
ther Goſpel than that of the / ng Jeſus Chriſt, which draws 

| > on 


4 Popery contrary to Scripture. 
on the dreadful Anathema in the Text: But Popery is ſuch a 
Religion; Therefore it is another Goſpel, ec. N 

The whole Council of God, relating to Things neceſſary 
for God's Glory and Man's Salvation, is contained in the Bible; 
as is evident both from the Text, and from 7/4. viii. 19, 20. 
2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. 2 Pet. i: 19999. . 

But the Church of Rome teach many Doctrines and Pra- 
cCtices which have no Scripture- foundation (as many learned 
Popiſh Divines are forced to acknowledge) ſuch as, the Sa- 
crifice of the Maſs, Half-communion, ſeven Sacraments, 
„ worſhipping of Saints and Images, Purgatory, Prayers for 
I the Dead, Indulgences and Diſpenſations from the Pope, 
© Penance, auricular Confeſſion, publick Service and Prayers 
in an unknown Tongue; that it is neceſſary to Salvation 
„that all be ſubject to the Biſhop of Rome, and that the 
believe that Church to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches. For all theſe and other Doctrines, they have 
no Authority from Scripture, Chriſt never taught them. 

Nay, many of their Doctrines are expreſly contrary to 
what Chriſt hath taught, They teach the making, worſhip- 
ping, and bowing down to graven Images, contrary to Exod. 
27 Wor ſhipping Angels, Saints, Relicks, the Croſs, 
Bread, &c. contrary to Exod. xx. 3. Mat. iv. 10. Col. ii. 18. 
Human Merits, and Works of Supererogation, contrary to 
Luke xvii. 10. Rom. vi. 23. Tit. iii. 5.----Other Mediators and In- 
terceſſors betwixt God and Man, beſides Chriſt the one Mediator, 
contrary to 1 Tim. ii. 5. Rom. viii. 34. —— The Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, contrary to 1 Cor. xi. 20, 27, 28. Acts 
iti. 21. Mat. Xxvi. 29. Jahn xvii. 11. — The Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, contrary to Chriſt's one Sacrifice, and his once offe- 
ring it; aſſerted, Heb. vii. 27. & ix. 28. & x. 12, 14.— 
Their taking the Cup from the People, contrary to Mat. xxvi. 27. 
1 Cor. xi. 28. Their Purgatory, and Mens ſatisfying for 
their own Sins, contrary to 1 John i. 17. Rev. xiv. 13.-—Their 
public Service and Prayers in an unknawn Tongue, contrary to 
I Cor. Xiv. 16, 26.----Their prohibiting Meats and Prieſts Mar- 
_ riage, contrary to 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, c. Heb. xiii. 4.>----Their 

exeeming the Clergy from the Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate, 
contrary to Rom. xiii. 1. — Their adding to the Scriptures, con- 
trary to Prov. xxx. 6. Rev. xxii. 18.— Their forbidding People 
o read them, contrary to John v. 39. Col. iii. 16. Rev. i. 3 
Their teaching that Men may be perfect without Sin, contrary to 
1 John i. 8. Eccl. vii. 20.—-From all which we ſee that Popery 
is both unſeriptural and antiſcriptural, and conſequently another 


Goſpel than Chriſt's, and under the Anathema of the TAs 
5 ES : Second 


Preſcribes new Terms of Salvation. 5 
Second Arg. That Religion which preſcribes other Terms 
and Conditions of Salvation than Chriſt hath appointed, or 
a great many Devices of Men as neceſſary Means of Grace, 
for obtaining Pardon and Acceptance with God, without War- 
rant from Jeſus Chriſt, is another Goſpel than his, and under - 
the Anathema in the Text: But Popery is ſuch a Religion; 
Therefore Popery is another Goſpel, exc. 473 
The Spirit of God teacheth us, that Jeſus Chriſt only is the 
Way to the Father, that he is the King and Head of his 
Church, that he hath the Keys and all Power in his Hand, 
that he opens and ſhuts Heaven at his Pleaſure, preſeribes the 
Terms which none may add unto, out of blind Zeal, or Pre- 
tence of good Intention. See John xiv. 6. Mat. xxviii, 18. 
Rev. iii. 7. Deut. xii. 32. Mat. xv. g. 1/4, xxix. 13. I Pet. i. 18. 
Heb. wilds 21% K n KV. 22, 23. l 5 
But the Church of Rome require Terms of Remiſſion of 
Sin, never preſcribed by Chriſt; ſuch as, Auricular Confeſſion, 
that is, theſe who would obtain Pardon of their Sins, mult 
confeſs them all in the Prieſt's Ear, even every evil Thought 
or Deſign (a political Contrivance of Rome.) So that tho' a 
Man truly repent, confeſs his Sins to God, and forſake them; 
yet he cannot be forgiven, unleſs he- confeſs them to the 
Prieſt. This Chriſt never required. — Again, they allow 
Salvation to none but theſe who are ſubject to the Pope, and 
the Church of Rome. All this is another Goſpel than that of 
Jeſus Chriſt ;- for he teacheth that all theſe who truly repent 
and believe in him ſhall. be faved, without any Regard to 
Rome or her Pope, — Likewiſe, they make many ſuperſtitious 
Devices of their own needful to Pardon of Sin, and Accep- 
tance with God; ſuch as, Holy Water, holy Oil, Croſſes, 
Beads, Bells, Roſes, Agnus Dei's, Images, Crucifixes, Proceſ- 
ſions, Pilgrimages, viſiting the Shrines and Sepulchres of Saints, 
Kiſſing and Adoring their Relicks, burning Incenſe to them, 
Wax Candles, hallowed Swords, Bells, Spells of the Goſpel, 
&c. Alſo, they place much Religion in Veſtments, Tonſures, 
Geſtures, Croſſings, Bowings, Kneelings, and governing the 
Motions of the Body. Now, the Soul being intent upon 
theſe outward viſible Things of Mens deviſing, cannot but be 
much diverted from the ſpiritual Worſhip of an inviſible God, 
which Chriſt in his Goſpel dath cloſely preſs, Jahn iv, 24. 
Likewiſe, the bringing a Yoke of uninſtituted Ceremonies 
and human Inventions upon the Necks of Chriftians, is in» 
conſiſtent with the Goſpel-liberty which Chriſt hath purcha- 
ſed for them, and the Apoſtle exhorts them to . 
| 8 Gal. 
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Third Arg. That Religion which puts corrupt Gloſſes and 
Meanings upon theſe Qualifications and Duties which Chriſt 
requires in order to Salvation, ſuch as Faith, Repentance, 
Regeneration, Prayer, attending Ordinances, partaking of Sa- 
eraments,' Holineſs of Heart and Life, whereby the Way to 
Heaven is made broader than Chriſt makes it, is another 
Goſpel, which draws on the Anathema in the Text: But 
Popery is ſuch a Religion; Therefore, c. „ 
| Jesus Chriſt in his Goſpel teaches us the Neceſſity of the 
New Birth, worſhipping God in Spirit, keeping of the Heart, 
mortifying Sin, denying Self, univerſal Holineſs, ec. upon 
which account he faith, Strait is the Gate, aud narrow is the 
Way that leads to Life, and feu there be that find it. See 
John iii. 3. and iv. 24. Prov. iv. 23. Mat. xxiii. 26. Mat. v. 
29. and 16. 24. 2 Cor. vii. 1. Mat. vii. 14. | 
But the Church of Rome ſpeak otherwiſe : The Faith which 
they require is no better than the Faith of Devils, a bare 
Aſſent to revealed Truths; for ſo they define juſtifying Faith. 
The Repentancethey require doth not neceſſarily include 
Contrition or godly Sorrow for Sin; it is enough if there be 
Attrition, that is, ſuch a Sorrow for Sin as only proceeds 
from the Fear of Hell, tho' it be not mixed with Love to 
God, or a Senſe of Ingratitude to him, and of deſpiſing his 
mo in Chriſt. Attrition with Confeſſion to the Prieſt, 
joined with the Sacrament of Penance, and Sacerdotal Ab- 
folution, they reckon ſufficient for obtaining Pardon of Sin 
and eternal Life. Which is a great Encouragement to Men 
to ſpend their Days in Sin, and expect Salvation after all: 
For, according to Popiſh Doctrine, if a Man after the moſt 
wicked Life, when Death approacheth, be but ſorry for his 
Sins, only becauſe he is afraid of being damned for them, 
confeſs them to the Prieft, and get his Abſolution, all is ſafe, 
This is not Chriſt's Goſpel: For he makes Repentance to 
include a Change of the Heart and Mind, as well as the 
ontward Life; and he looks to the Sincerity of the Heart 
in all our Profeſſions and Performances. Chriſt faith in his 
Goſpel, There be few that find Life; but the Pope faith in his, 
There be few that miſs it, except theſe who die ſuddenly ; 
for the moſt profligate Wretch on Earth, if he can have but 
a few Minutes with a Prieſt before his Death, his Buſineſs is 
done, he dies the Death of the Righteous, tho' he has lived 


the Life of a profane Atheiſt, The Papiſts may _— as 
they 


ef Chriffs Terms, © 7 

they will, that their Pope is Antichriſt; but the Bible tells u 
this Doctrine is Antichriſtianity. | C 
The Church of Rome, inſtead of preſſing a Change of 
Heart and inward Holineſs upon Men, they make them eaſy, 
by telling them that the Opus operatum or outward Work 
wrought, is enough; that is, the mere Outſide of Religion, 
the external Performance of Duties, and partaking of Sacra- 
ments, is ſufficient to fave them. If they get the outward 
Part of Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Wafer-bread, and Sacra- 
ment of Penance, all is well, tho' Sincerity and inward De- 
votion be wanting. This is another Goſpel, ſubverſive of 
the whole Scheme of Chriſtianity : For Chriſt teacheth us, 
that God muſt be worſhipped in Spirit, he muſt have the Heart 
in Duty, and bedily Exerciſe 8 little; that outward 
Actions, without inward Affections, are ſo far from being 
acceptable to God, that they are hateful to him. — The 
Spirit of God tells us, he is highly offended with theſe who 
draw nigh to him with their Mouths, when their Hearts are 
far from him. — But, ſay the Church of Rome, Fear not, 
if you move your Lips, ſpeak the Words, ſay ſo many 
Prayers, ſo many Ave Maria's, Pater noſters, drop ſo many 
Beads, &c. tho' you want cloſe Attention or inward Devo- 
tion, that is but a Venial Sin: Whatever Defects be about the 
Odus operatum, the Miniſtration and Abſolution of the Prieſt 
will ſupply them all. This is evidently another Goſpel, and moſt 
deſtructive to the Souls of Men. But ſhall infiſt more largely 
upon this Popiſh Corruption in the next Argument. 264 


Fourth Arg. That Religion which doth corrupt Mens 
Morals, and encourage them in the Way of Sin and Vice, 
or tends to overturn the practical Part of Chriſtianity, as well 
as its Doctrine, is another Goſpel that of our Holy Jeſus, 
which draws on the Anathema of the Text: But Popery is 
ſuch a Religion; Therefore it is another Goſpel, c. 

Chriſt's Religion is a holy Religion: For in his Word or 
Goſpel he teaches us to mortify Sin, and crucify the Fleſh 
with the Affections and Luſts thereof; and to ſtudy the Pra- 
ice of true Holineſs, without which no Man can ſee the 
Lord; and to have our Fruit unto Holineſs, that we may attain 
the End, everlaſting Life. See Rom. viii. 13. Gal. v. 24. 
2 Cor. Vii. 1. Heb. Xil. 14. Rom. Vi. 22. The Goſpel or Doctrine 
of Grace teaches us to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luft, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World ; 
to have a Reſpect to all God's Commandments, to keep them 
all, without turning aſide to the right or left Hand: It forbids 

to 


8 Popery corrupts the Morals of Men. 
to be conformed to the bad Practices of this World, or to 
touch the unclean Thing. See Tit. ii. 11, 12. Pſal. cxix. 6. 
Deut. v. 32. 1 John il. 3, 4. Rom. xii. 2. 2 Cor vi. 17. Altho' 
true Believers be not under the Law as a Covenant of Works, 
to be thereby juſtified or condemned; yet Chriſt having 
adopted the Law into the Covenant of Grace as a Rule of 
Life to them, they are bound to walk according to it in all 
Reſpects, and to hate every Sin, and abſtain from it. Chriſt 
will not allow nor diſpenſe with any one known Sin in his 
People, Pſal. cxix. 4, 5, 6, 101, 104, 128. Jam. ii. 10, II. 
Rom. X11.9. I Pet. iii. 11. | I 

But the Church of Rome do many ways indulge Sin, en- 
courage Men to neglect Piety, to break God's Law, and there- 
by corrupt the Lives and Morals of Men.—TI ſhall give ſome 
few Inſtances, for evincing the Truth of this Charge. | 

I. Their teaching the Sufficiency of Attritian to Penitents, 
and of the Opus operatum in religious Performances, as I ob- 
ſerved in the preceeding Argument, hath a manifeſt Tendency 
to ruine practical Godlineſs, and baniſh in ward Devotion and 
vital Piety from amongſt Men. Aa; 
2. They make the Exerciſe of many of the Chriſtian 
Graces and Duties unneceſſary, by turning God's Commands 
into Counſels ; ſuch as theſe, to mortify Sin, crucify the World, 
deny ourſelves, take up the Groſs, &c. Theſe and ſuch like, they 
ſay, are only, Matters of Counſel, not of Command; and 
conſequently the Neglect of them is no Sin: Which Doctrine 
muſt be a great Stop to the Practice of Godlineſs, where it 
is believed. | | | 55 
3, Tho' the Scriptures plainly teach that every Sin in its 
own Nature is mortal, Rom. vi. 23. Gal. iii. 10. yet Papiſts 
teach that there are ſome Sins, which they call venial, that 
do not deſerve Hell, and need no Pardon nor Saviour. — And, 
among theſe vexial Sins, they reckon many ſcandalous Enor- 
mities ; ſuch as Lying, Fornication, Curſing, Swearing, and 
even Blaſpheming the Name of God, providing it be not done 
deliberately, or be not perfectly voluntary. Of ſuch Sins Bellar- 
mine faith, Tho all the venial Sins in the World were gathered 
into one, they can never make up one mortal, and ſo cannot 
poſſibly damn a Man; wherefore they judge Mens Conſciences 
need not be troubled about ſuch Sins. Which Doctrine doth 
greatly encourage Vice. EN | 
4. If a Man judge Bible Rules or Prohibitions too ſtrict for 
him, they hold that the Pope can diſpenſe with them (as he 
hath often done for Money) ſo as to allow Fornication, In- 
eeſt, Inceſtuous Marriages, and even Sodomy, of which * 
1 | | PLOT op 


Popery doth encourage Fin. 9 
are Inſtances. The Pope hath diſpenſed with Oaths and 
Vows to God, with Leagues and Pactions among Men; 
with the Duties between Husbands and Wives, Parents and 
Children,ozc.—He gives Diſpenſations to Papiſts to promiſe any 
Thing to Proteſtants for deceiving them, if in their Hearts 
they ſtand well-affefted to Popery : And he diſpenſes with 
their * ſuch Promiſes and Pactions, if it ſerve his 
Intereſt. | 

5. They encourage Sin greatly by their Doctrine of 1ndul- 
gences, The Council of Trent affirm, that the Pope can re- 
mit the Puniſhment of Sin both here, and in Purgatory. 
This Power of Indulgence or Pardon they found upon Works 
of Supererogation, that is, the Overplus of the Satisfactions 
and Merits of Chriſt and the Saints: Of this Treaſure the 
Pope keeps the ang © and ſuch Portions as he pleaſes to diſ- 
penſe to particular Perſons, are called Indulgences; and theſe 

are obtained by Pilgrimages, reciting certain Prayers, aſſiſtin 
the Pope, or by Money. And theſe Indulgences are committe 
to certain Monks and Prieſts to ſell and 7 — of for Money. 
It was this execrable Practice that firſt awakned Luther to op- 
poſe Popery: He judged it a Device of Satan, to make Sin 
cheap, and to encourage Men in Wickedneſs. And ſurely, 
when Men can have a plenary Indulgence or Pardon for ſo 
trivial a Satisfaction, as ſtanding before the Doors of St. Peter's 
Church at Rome, when the Pope bleſſes the People at Eaſter, 
it makes Sin as eaſy to be committed as pardoned. And 
what they | of Saints Merits, and Works of Supereroga- 
tion, is without any Scripture-foundation. Alſo, 1t is moſt 
blaſphemous to = the Merits of Men with the Merits and 
Satisfaction of Chriſt; and to ſay, that a Man on Earth can 
diſpoſe of any Part of Chriſt's Merits as he pleaſes, and that 
for Money ; or that he can extend the Power of the Keys, 
which Chriſt gave to his Church on Earth, to Souls in another 
World, and there to remit Puniſhments inflifted by Divine 

Juſtice ! Horrible Blaſphemy ! 1 6 5 

6. They encourage Wickedneſs, by teaching that a good 

End doth ſanctiſy the Means, however foul theſe be. And 
ſo all Sorts of Villany are conſecrated by a Zeal for their 
Church. Nay, Perjury, Lying, Treaſon, Poiſoning, Stabbing, 
Rebellion, and all Kinds of Bloodſhed and (9-36. in that 
Caſe, are with them not only lawful, but even heroick Vir- 
tues, and meritorious of Salvation. They reckon it a good 
Work, and meritorious, to proſecute, kill and murder theſe 
who differ in Religion from them, whom they call Here- 

Heks; as they think that they * God and his Church 1 

| 0 
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ſo doing. And they teach, that theſe who are moſt active 
in this bloody Work, do merit a high Degree of Gloty in 
Heaven. And, with ſuch Doctrine as this, the Pricſts have 
ſpirited up the Papiſts in ſundry Nations to maſſacre and de- 
ſtroy Proteſtants in tgreat Numbers: So that the Babyloniſh 
Whore hath been long drunken with the Blood of the Saints, 
and the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus; according to what 
John foreſaw, Rev. xvii. 6. | 5 

7. They teach the Lawfulneſs of Equivocation and mental 
Reſervation in ſwearing Oaths, making Promiſes and Con- 
tracts, in order to deceive theſe they deal with; and they 
make uſe of Words with double Meanings for that End.— 
They make it lawful to break the moſt ſolemn Oaths and 
Contracts, when it is anywiſe for the Intereſt of their Church. 
—And, whatever Security a Popiſh Prince give to his Prote- 
ſtant Subjects for enjoying their Religion or Liberties, they 
teach that they are nowiſe bound thereby. Nay, their Re- 
ligion requires them to break all Oaths and Engagements to 
Proteſtants; according to the Decree of the 4th Lateran 
Council under Pope Innocent III. the Decree of Pope Martin V. 
and that in the roth Seſſion of the Council of Conſtance, 
and the Acts of a late Pope Clement XI. Tome 2. Page 179. 
All of them agreeing in this, that 20 Faith is to be kept with 
Hereticks, when any Thing is ſtipulated prejudicial to the 
Church of Rome. | - 

Theſe few Inſtances are only a Swatch of the corrupt practi- 
cal Divinity of the Papiſts, and may ſerve tofill us with Deteſta- 
tion of ſuch an Antichriſtian, perfidious and bloody Religion as 
Popery, as being quite another Goſpel than that of our holy, 
ſpotleſs and undefiled Redeemer. 

Object. If Popery hath corrupted Chriftianity ſo much 
«© both in Doctrine and Morals, how is it that there are fo 
«© many moral and devout People among Papiſts? And how 
« js it that ſundry of their Divines have written ſuch pious 
* Books, recommending and preſſing Morality and Godli- 
nes? | 

Anſ. 1. If ſome Men of the Romiſp Religion be piouſly 
diſpoſed, they arc not led to it by their Principles, which are 
of a moſt dangerous Nature and Tendency, deſtructive to 
true Chriſtianity, as IJ have repreſented them. _ 
2. Many in the Communion of the Church of Rome have 
abhorred the Corruptions of that Church, and have expoſed 
them too, tho' they had not Courage enough to withdraw 
from it, as they onght to have done. 

3. If ſome of that corrupt Church have written or C5 

E _ 2 ; — | IX 


Popery doth diſcredit the Scriptures. 11 


like Chriſtians notwithſtanding of their Antichriſtian Doctrine, 
there is Ground to fear that far greater Multitudes have been 
eternally ruined by it.— When Men come once to believe 
that they may gratify their Luſts all their Days, and be ſaved 
at laſt by auricular Confeſſion, Penance and Prieſts Abſolution ; 
very few will refuſe to gratify them.— If the obſerving of 
the Opus operatum, or the outward Part of Sacraments and 
religious Performances, will procure Pardon to the moſt fla- 

itious Livers; many will make mere Charms and Spells of 

acraments, and go to them with Hearts full of Adultery, 
and Hands recking with Blood. — May all of us then ſeek 
Grace from God to cleave to that which is good, and to abhor 
that which is evil! And may we ſtill abkor that Religion which 
would diſhonour God, diſcredit his Word, and encourage 
Impiety and Wickedneſs among Men! May we alſo keep up 
our Zeal againſt every Thing that tends to introduce ſuch an 
Antichriſtian Religion into theſe Lands, and pray fervently 
to be preſerved from it! 


C 


„ Upon Gal. i. 8. 

But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel to you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be qccurſed. 


N the preceeding Sermon, I have addyced four Argu- 
1 ments to prove Popery to be another Goſpel than that 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I proceed to add to them, 
in the next Face, . . - 


A Fifth Arg, That Religion which takes People off from the 
holy Scriptures, and caſts Contempt upon them, is another 
Goſpel than Chriſt's, and under the Anathema of the Text: 
But Popery is ſuch a Religion; Therefore, exc. _ | 
Before I mention the Popith Errors relative to the Scriptures, 
it is fit we hear what the Spirit of God faith of the holy Scrip- 
tures. He teacheth ns, that they are given by Inſpiration of 
God, to be the Rule of Faith and Life; and that the obſerv- 
mg this Rule is the only Way to pleaſe God here, and to 
attain Salvation hereafter: 1 therefore he enjoins us to read 
2 and 
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and ſtudy the Scriptures, to regulate our Faith and Practice 
by them, and to inſtru our Children in them. See 2 Tim. 
i. 16. Eph. ii. 20. Iſa. viii. 20. Luke xvi. 29, 31. Rev. xxii. 
18, 19. John v. 39. Col. iv. 16. Deut. vi. 7. & xi. 18, 19. 


He alſo commends theſe who read and ſtudy the Scriptures, 


and pronounces them bleſſed, Joſh. i. 8. Acks xvii. 11. 2 Tim. 


Nt. 15. Rev. i. 3.- He ſhews us, that they were not written 


only for Miniſters, but alſo for the People; and they are di- 
rected to them, for their Uſe, in the vulgar Tongue, which 
they beſt underſtood. See John xx. 31. Eph, iii. 4. 1 John 
1. 4. Rev. i. 11. & ii. 24. yea, to Perſons of every Rank 
and Degree, as Kings, Subjects, Fathers, young Men, Chil- 
dren, Husbands, Wives, Maſters, Servants, c. See Deut. 
Xvii. 18, 19. Joſh. i. 8. Rom. xiii. 1, c. 1 John ii. 13. & v. 
13. I Pet. ii. 13, c. Eph. v. 22, Sc. & vi. I, G 

Yet notwithſtanding of what the Spirit of God faith of the 
holy Scriptures, his own Dictates, and their Uſefulneſs to all 


Sorts of Men, and the Neceſſity of their reading and ſearch- 


ing them for their Souls Salvation; the Church of Rome do 
flight, contemn and diſcredit the Scriptures many Ways ; 
which being ſo contrary to the Spirit of Chrift, muſt certain- 
ly come from the Spirit of Antichriſt, 3 ä 
1. In order to weaken the Authority of the Scriptures, 
which they find ſo oppoſite to them, they would fain accuſe 
them of Imperfection, Obſcurity, Corruption, c. 
2. They maintain many Doctrines, not contained in the 
Scriptures, yea, directly contrary to them; as I ſhewed in 
the foregoing Sermon. See before, p. 4. | 
3- They teach that the Scriptures are not ſufficient to Sal- 


vation, unleſs the Traditions of the Church be joined with 


them; and theſe Traditions, tho' inconſiſtent with the Scrip- 


*xures, they appoint to be received with _ Veneration with 


them. Now, we ſee, Chriſt in his Word rejects all ſuch Tra- 
ditions, in Matth. xv. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, that is, Command- 
ments that require what God doth not require, and forbid 
what God doth not forbid. Chriſt will have all his Followers 
to receive his written Word, as the great Store-houſe of his 
Truths, containing all Things.necelfaty to be believed for 
Salvation. „„ 5 | 5 

4. They impoſe new Scriptures on the World, by making 
Books Canonical, which the antient Church ſtill held as Apo- 
eryphal, and that upon good Ground; for the Words of 
ſome of the Authors teſtify that they were not inſpired by 
the Spirit of God, See 2 Maccab. xv. 38. where the gue 
T 5 Mt | e "many 
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Of. the Pope's Supremacy and Infallibility, 13 
makes Apology for the Weakneſs and Imperfection of his 
Work, Which is not like the . the Holy Ghoſt, 
5. They hide the Scriptures from the People, and forbid 
their reading them in their own Language. And tho' they 
may indulge ſome of their People in this Matter where the 


Reformation takes place, fle they deal more ſtrictly elſe- 
5 


where. They ſay, Peo reading the Scriptures may 
drink in Error, and ſo pa auth Hurt tha eK 1 
fore none ſhould read them without Licence from the Biſhop 


or Inquiſitor. Strange Doctrine! muſt we have a Licence 


from Men to obey our Lord Jeſus, who commands us to 


read them! muſt we lay afide the Scriptures, becauſe ſome 


abuſe them! They may as well ſay, we ſhould lay aſide 


Meat and Drink, becauſe ſome deſtroy their Life and Health --*** 
by them ! Thus the Papiſts make themſelves guilty of tha; La ; 
1 8 


Crime of the Jewiſh Lawyers, for which our Lord den | 
a Wo againſt them, to wit, they took away the Key of Know- 
ledge from the People, LAKE IE SS: 14 Hs tis, * 

8. They exalt the Church of Rome and her Biſhop above 
the Scriptures, by making them the infallible Fudge, to de- 


termine the Senſe of the Scriptures, and all Controverſies 
about Religion: Yea, they will have the Authority of the 


Scriptures founded upon the Church; whereas the Church 
and her Authority is founded upon the Scriptures. - The 
Authority of the Scriptures doth not hang upon any Church, 
or the Voice of any Man, but upon the Voice of the Spirit 


EP 
of God that ſpeaketh in them, who hath wiſely or his 43X6 0 


own Word to be the beſt Expounder of itſelf, by ſpeaking 
e, clearly in one Place, what is more darkly delivered in 


Sixth Arg. That Religion that gives a particular Church or 
Biſhop the ſovereign Dominion over the Faith of Chriſtians, 
or ſuch a Headſhip, Supremacy or Infallibility, as ſhould oblige 
all Men to give them implicite Faith or blind Obedience, is 
another Goſpel : But Popery is ſuch a Religion; Therefore, ec. 
Proteſtants maintain, according to God's Word, That God 
alone is Lord of the Conſcience, which he hath left free 
from the Doctrines and Commandments of Men, that are 
anywiſe contrary. to his Word, or beſide it, in Matters of 
Faith or Worſhip; That Chriſt diſcharged his Apoſtles to 
aſſume any ſuch Dominion over the Faith or Conſciences of 
Men, which accordingly they diſclaimed, and owned their 
dubjection to the Scriptures, and allowed their Hearers to 
b xamine their Doctrine if it was agreeable to them. Vw 

| | Ore 


n Benefit; where» 
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fore no Church or Bifhop now can teach ſuch Doctrines, or 


give ſuch Commandments in Matters of Faith or Worſhip, as 
are diſagreeable to God's Word; neither ought any to believe 
or obey them, but to maintain that Chriſtian Liberty which 
Chriſt hath obtained for them. See Jam. iv. 12. Acts iv. 9, 
& v. 29. Matth. xxiii. 8, ec. Lutke xxi. 25, c. 2 Cor. i. 24. 


Acts xvii. 11. Col. ii. 20. Gal. v. 1. Proteſtants alſo main- 


tain, That the pureſt Churches and the beſt Men on Earth are 
liable to Errors and Miſtakes, feeing they know but in Part, 
and therefore cannot be our Rule; yęa, ſome famous Churches 
have degenerate ſo far, as to become no Churches of Chriſt, 
but Synagogues of Satan, Matth. xxiii. 9. Gal, ii. 11, c, 
x Cor. xiii. 12. Rev. xviii. 2. Rom. xi. 20, c. And none 
Hath any Claim to be Head of the Church, but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and the Pope of Rome can in no Senſe be Head 
thereof, but is that Antichriſt, that Man of Sin and Son of 
Perdition, that exalteth himſelf in the Church againſt. Chriſt 
and all that js called God, and openeth his Mouth in Blaſphemy 
againſt God. See Col. i. 18. Eph. i. 22. Matth. xxiii. 8, Cc, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4, 8, 9. Rev. xiii. 6. We ſee then, that the 


Word of God doth quite overthrow the pretended Supremacy 


and Infallibility of the Church and Biſhop, of Rowe. 
But the Church of Rome do maintain, that ſhe is the Mother 
and Miftreſs of all Churches; and that it is neceſſary to Sal- 


vation for all Perſons to believe her to be ſo, and to receive 


her Dogtrines upon her fole Authority, and to be ſubject to 
Her Biſhop, who is Head of the Church, and hath ſupreme 
Power on Earth over the whole Church ; that ſhe with her 
Biſhop have never erred, nor can err; that they are the in- 
fallible Interpreters of Scripture, and Judge of Controverſies. 
And all this they aſſert without any Ground from Scriptyre, 
nay, in plain Oppoſition to it. ae f 
If any Church on Earth hath a Claim to be the Mother of 
all Churches, it is Jeruſalem, not Rome; for there the Church 
began, as was foretold, Iſa. ii. 3. Out of Zion ſhall go forth 
the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. If Rome 
will be Miſtreſs becauſe ſhe was once the Imperial City, then 
Conſtantinople hath an equal Title ; for ſhe was ſo alſo, and 
got a Decree of the Council of Chalcedon in her favours, 
Can. 28. And pray, doth Rome's being once the Imperial 
City, give her any Title to be the Judge of the Senſe of 
Scripture, and of all Controverſies, and to be infallible too 
in her Judgment, and in all her Doctrines and Practices? They 
muſt ſhew a better Title before Proteſtants own it. They 
muſt ſhew where Infallibility is promiſed to the Church of 
Rome, 


* » their Supremacy and TInfallibility. © 15 
Rome, more than to the Churches of Scotland, England, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Antisch, Corinth, 1 the 
reel Church, c. Why may not any of theſe Churches 
lay Claim to the ſame Right of Judgment and Infallibility 
with Rome, ſeeing Rome can plead no Promiſe nor Revelation 
for it more than they? But yet we ſee, in ſpite of all Reaſon 
and good Senſe, they do and will maintain, the Church of 
Rome is infallible. And indeed it is by chis unreaſonable and 
wilful Afſertion that they fortify themſelves in the groſſeſt 
Errors and Abſurdities, againſt the moſt demonſtrative Argu- 
ments of Proteſtants brought againſt them. How can any 
convince the Church of Rome or her Adherents of Miſtakes, 
ſo long as they believe her Infallibility 2 How can we bring 
her to Remorſe for her Errors, while ſhe confidently maintains 
ſhe cannot err? The whole Articles of the Romiſh Religion 
hang upon this one Point, their Church and Pope's Infallibility. 
Should they let 90 this one Article, Rowe preſently falls head- 
longs and her Deluſions are ſhamefully expoſed to all Men: 
But, have they nothing to ſay for this marvellous Article? 
Why, ſay they, Rome is the Seat of the Papal or infallible 
Chair, and this keeps the Church from erring: For they make 
the Church and Pope all one. However much they ſpeak 
of the Church, all is included in the Cloſet of the Pope's 
Breaſt; and upon his Judgment all Things ſo depend, that 
whatever he determines muſt be received without Contradicti- 
on, as if every Officer and Member of the Church had voted 
in it: So that the Pope is the ſame with the Church. Now, 
it is this abſurd Principle of the Church or Pope's Infallibility, 
which is the great Foundation and Pillar of the Romiſh Faith, 
that is, the long Train of Errors gradually received by them 
for above a thouſand Years Time. No Warrant have they 
from Reaſon or Antiquity, more than from Scripture, for 
the Infallibility of the Biſhops. of Rame more than of other 
Biſhops. The beſt Popiſh Hiſtorians confeſs: that they were 
far from excelling others in Holineſs, Wiſdom or Learning ; 
Nay, they own that many of them were notoriouſly wicked, 
even Atheiſts, Blaſphemers, Hereticks, Adulterers, Conjurers, 
Necromancers, &c. and ſome of them ſo illiterate as ſcarcely 
to know the Rules of Grammar. Now, is it eaſy to perſwade 
Proteſtants that Men ſo wicked, ſo ignorant, were fit to be 
_ infallible Interpreters of the Scriptures, or to be ſupreme Dicta- 
tors to the univerſal Church? 'Tho' this be unanſwerable, yet 
Rome is ſtill ſo tenacious of her Supremacy and Infallibility, 
that it ſeems to be an invincible Bar in the Way of any Re- 
formation; for. they are ſo puffed up with the Conceit of — 
EY EO PP that 


16 The Popiſb Errors in the fundamental 
that, let Proteſtants argue never ſo ſtrongly, they will not 
acknowledge the leaſt „ nor quit the greateſt Abſurdity, 
nor make any Step to meet or gain them: Proteſtants muft 
_ either go in to all their Errors, and ſwallow this Infallibility 
with the reſt, otherwiſe there can be no Reconciliation. 
Now, the great Ground of their Claim is, The Biſnops of 
Rome are the Apoſtle Peter's Suceeſſors; tho they cannot make 
it appear that Peter was Biſnop of Rome, or that he ever was 
there. The Apoſtles were not fixed Paſtors of any City, ha- 
ving the whole World for their Charge. And tho' Peter had 
hved at Rome, this could not entitle the Biſfops there to Peter's 
Apoftolical — A and Power, which died with himſelf, 
As all the Apoſtles by their Commiſſion were equal in Power 
and Dignity, ſo Peter never arrogated any Power or Supre- 
macy over the reſt. He knew his Maſter had expreſly diſ- 
charged this, Lule xzi. 25, 26: Mat. xx. 26, 27. Hence we 
find him humbly ſubmitting to his Brethren, when called to 
account for his Conduct, Acts xi. 2, exc. and obeying their 
Order, when they ſent him forth in Miſſion to preach the 
Goſpel, Acts viii. 14. And it is evident from Paul's Conduct, 
that he owned no Supremacy in Peter above the reſt; for he 
withſtood him to the Face, when he judged him blameable, 
Gal. ii. 11. And he ſaith of himſelf, that he was in nothing 
inferior to him or any of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. xii. 11. None 
of the Apoſtles then had any Primacy above the reſt, If 
any had a Claim to it, one would think that John bid fairer 
for it than Peter, in regard he was the beloved Diſciple, that 
leaned on our Lord's Breaſt, and long ſurvived Peter and all 
the other Apoſtles, and ſo moſt fit to be univerſal Paſtor. 
When Poter died, will Papiſts ſay that either Linus, Cletus, or 
Clemens, the ſucceeding Paſtors at Rome, aſſumed the Supre- 
macy over John or other ſurviving Apoſtles ? 297 
The Supremacy and Infallibility of the Biſhops of Rome is 
a mere Uſurpation, without any Foundation from Scripture 
or Antiquity. The primitive Fathers, and the whole Church, 
never dreamed of it for Six hundred Vears after Chriſt: Nor 
did ever any Biſhop of Rome claim it, until it was conferred 
upon Boniſace III. by the Emperor Phocas, who murdered his 
Maſter Mauritius the Emperor and his whole Family, and 
uſurped the Empire; he exalted Boniface to the Dignity of 
Pope or univerſal Biſhop, for favouring his Uſurpation. And 
this is the beſt Title the Pope hath to his Supremacy and In- 
fallibility, which indeed is none at all. God has appointed 
no ſupreme or infallible Judge on Earth, for all Chriſtians to 
reſort to, beſide the holy Scriptures; Had he appointed wy 
. 5 | of ors 
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other, he had told us in his Word where to find him: But 
he is ſo far from that, that on the contrary he requires every 
Man to judge for himſelf according to Scripture-rules, 1 John 
iv. 1. I Thefſ. v. 21. Gal. i. 8. It was in Obedience to theſe | 

Commands, that Proteſtants at the Reformation did ſearch the . 

Scriptures and judge for themſelves, and thereupon did ſepa- 
rate from the antiſcriptural and idolatrous Church of Rome, as 
they found God required them to do, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
Rev. xviii. 4. 51 | 


Seventh Arg. That Religion which erts in the fundamental 
Doctrine of Juſtification (being articulus ſtantis aut cadentis 
eccleſia) and overturns the Doctrine of free Grace in juſtify- 
ing and ſaving Sinners by the Obedience and Sufferings of 
Chriſt in their Room, and would aſcribe the Glory of Man's 
Salvation to Man himſelf, is another Goſpel, which falls under 
the Anathema of the Text: But Popery is ſuch a Religion ; 
Therefore, exc. va 

Proteſtants hold, according to the Scriptures, that God free- 
ly juſtifies Sinners, or pardons and accepts their Perſons as 
righteous, ' not for any Thing wrought in them or done by 
them, but for Chriſt's ſake alone, and his Obedience and Suf- 
ferings imputed to them, and reſted on by their Faith, which 
Faith alſo is freely given; ſo that their Juſtification is only of 
free Grace: And there is no Place left for glorying or boaſt- 
Ing in the Creature, or in a Man's own Works or Doings ; all 
our Glorying and Rejoicing ſhould be in the Lord Jeſus only, 
and in God's free Love thro' him. See Rom. iii. 24, 25, 27, 28. 
Tit. iii. 5, 7. Eph. i. 7. & ii. 9. I Cor. i. 30, 31. Phil. iii. 3. 
Jer. xxili. 6. | | 

But this Scripture-way of free Grace in juſtifying Sinners 
doth not pleaſe the Papiſts; they will needs have Man to have 
ſomething to glory of in himſelf, expreſly contrary to the 
Will and Mind of the Spirit of God: And therefore they 
will add their own Merits and Satisfactions to Chriſt's Merits ; 
their own Sufferings by Penance and in Purgatory, to Chriſt's 
Sufferings; their own daily Sacrifice of the Maſs, to Chriſt's 
one Sacrifice on the Croſs; the Mediation of Saints and An- 
gels, to Chriſt's Mediation and Interceſſion.—— And tho they 
ſpeak of Chriſt's Merits, yet they lay the main Streſs on the 
Man himſelf; for they deny the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs to us for our Juſtification, and aſſert that a Man is 
juſtified by his own inherent Righteouſneſs, and that his own 
good Works do merit eternal Life, and that in a proper Senſe, 
not only de congruo, ſed de - that is, not only by ver- 

tue 


18 The Popiſh Errors in the fundamental 
tue of God's Covenant and Acceptation, but alfo by reaſon 
of the Work itſelf, and its intrinfick Worth. N 

Queſt. © Seeing Papiſts ſpeak much of the Merits of Chriſt 
in obtaining our Salvation, How make they Chrift's Merits 
« and their own conſiſt together.” | 

Anſw. Moderate Papiſts take this Way: They fay, Chriſt 
by his Merits procured God's Promiſe to give Life and Sal- 
vation to our Merits; in ſhort, that Chriſt merited a new 
Covenant of Works to us, and alſo new Grace and Strength 
to us for to keep it, providing that by our Free-will we duly 
improve it. And thus every Man is to ſtand or fall, in obtain- 
ing the promiſed Life, according to his fulfilling the Condi- 
tion of Works in the Uſe of the Grace given him. So it is 

ot Chriſt's Surety-righteouſneſs that is imputed to us for our 
uſtification and Salvation; no, it is the Man's own inherent 

Righteouſneſs, and his right Uſe of his own Free-will in im- 
proving the Grace given him, that merits Salvation to him- 
ſelf: And ſoa Man's Hope of Salvation is properly founded 
upon his own Merits and Doings. By this Scheme, Chriſt is 
ſpoiled of his Glory, and Men bring Guik and Wrath upon 
themſelyes. 1 N 

Object. But (ſay Papiſts) we acknowledge Chriſt's Merits 
* 1n obtaining a new Covenant and new Promiſes to us, and 
in procuring the firſt Grace to us in order to our Juſtifica- 
« tion and Salvation.” | | 5 

Anſw. This is nothing but a ſly Way (under pretext of 

Paying a Compliment to Chrift) to deprive him of the Glory 
of our Salvation, and to aſcribeit to Man: Fer it is by the 
right Uſe of his Free-will, and his performing a Righteouſ- 
neſs of bis own, that he is to merit and purchaſe Life for 
himſelf; ſo that a Man may ſtill boaſt of his own Doings.---- 
« But (fay ſome Papiſts) it is God that gives us (upon Chriſt's 
Account) the inherent Grace and Righteouſneſs whereby 
« we are juſtified,” They may as well fay, that God gives 
us wherewith we may redeem ourſelves; for we are both 
redeemed and juſtified by the ſame Price, to wit, Chriſt's 
Surety-righteouſneſs and Blood. As our inherent Righteouſ- 
neſs cannot redeem us, ſo neither can it juſtify or acquit us 
before God. It is only Chriſt's perfect Righteouſneſs and Sa- 
tisfaction, imputed to us, that can do this. By Grace we are 
juftified and ſaved thro” Faith, not of ourſelves, but of and by 
him alone who is the Tord our Righteouſneſs, It is in him only 
that all zhe Seed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtified, and in him that they 
ſhall glory, Ifa. xlv. 25. So that, by the revealed Goſpel - 
ſcheme of Salvation, Jeſus Chriſt is immediately _—_ . 

5 | Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs by Imputation, in the Merit whereof only, we 
can have Contid | | | 
don and Salvation from him; according to 1 Cor. 1. 30. He 
is made to us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sat ification 


and Redemption. 2 Cor. v. 21, He hath made him to be Sin 
for us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 


Col. iii. end, is All and in all. EET 
We ſee then how dangerouſly Papiſts err in this cardinal 
Point of Juſtification, which of all others is moſt important 
jo our Salvation ; and how carefully we ſhould avoid all Popiſh 
octrine in the Matter bf Juſtification, tho' even ſome called 
Proteſtants ſhould teach it. Popery quite perverts the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and overturns the Covenant of Grace the only Wa: 
now to be ſaved, and lays down a Way of Salvation upo 
the ſame Terms as it ſtood in the Covenant of Works, tho 
this Way of Acceſs be for ever blocked up by the Fall: Yet 
(ay I to Obedience to the Commands, and the Merit of 
good Works, is the only Way to Life ſtill; and for this they 
cite Mat. xix. 17. If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Com- 
mands, But it is plain, that Chriſt there intends to convince 
and humble a Self-righteous Phariſee, by holding him to the 
Covenant of Works to which he leaned, in order to bri 
him to an affecting View of his Impotency to keep it, of h. 
miſerable and 33 Caſe while under it, and of his abſolute 
Need of a Surety to fulfil the Demands of that Covenant ifi 
his ſtead. Thus doth God make the Law a Schoolmaſter to 
lead Sinners to Chriſt. 47 | | 
Popery- then is evidently another Goſpel; and a damnable 
one it is: For it draws away Sinners from the true Remed 
for Sin, to a falſe one; from the only Ground of their Juſti- 
fication, the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to their own 
inherent Righteoufneſs, which is naught. It takes them from 
the lowly ſelf-denying Way of Salvation of Chriſt's teaching, 
to the proud ſelf-exalting Way of Antichriſt's deviſing. 
Chriſt will have the Creature humbled, but Antichriſt will 
have him puffed up. Now, whether ſhall Chriſt's Word or 
his Enemy's ſtand ? Left God be true, but every Man a Liar. 
Oh how damnably do Romaniſts err in the Way of juſtifying 
and ſaving Sinners! They are guilty of dreadful Blafphemy 
and abominable Idolatry, and have no ſolid Way for remo- 
- ving ſuch hainous Guilt ; nothing but their own Merits, filthy 
Rags! Alas! when the Diſeaſe is deadly, and the Remedy 
naught, what can be looked for but Death to follow? God 
faith, It is only by a Covenant- of Grace and a Mediator's 
_ Righteouſneſs we muſt be faved. No, fay Papiſts, it is by a 
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20 The Popiſh Errors in the fundamental 
Covenant of Works and our own Righteouſneſs. Now, if 
they live and die in ſuch a Belief and Dependence, they make 
their Salvation impoſſible. Why? they are fallen from Grace, 
and Chriſt ſhall profit them nothing, Gal. v. 4. Which awful 
Conſideration ſhould make every thinking Chriſtian tremble 
at the remoteſt Approach of Popery. 

My Friends, let me then exhort you to have your Hearts 
ſound, and your Minds wellinſtructed in this great Article 
of a Sinner's Juſtification, ſeeing it is of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to your Salvation; it is highly provoking to God, and 
dangerous to your Souls, to err in this Matter. Oh has God 
in his wonderful Love given the World his dear Son, as their 
only Surety, to ſave them when periſhing; and will Men 
flight ſuch a glorious Gift, and pretend to fave themſelves ? 
How is it poſſible they can do it, after God hath declared, 
there is no Salvation in any other, and none other Name un- 
der Heaven given among Men whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
but that of the bleſſed Jeſus ! Will any that names the Name 
of Chriſt be ſo fooliſh as betake himſelf to another Way of 
Salvation than what He hath proclaimed to us in his Goſpel? 
Let me beſeech you, as ye love your Souls, to believe the 
Lord Jeſus, and go not back with Papiſts to a Covenant of 
Works for Salvation; for your Salvation that Way is im- 
poſſible, your Damnation inevitable, You have need to guard 
With great Caution and Care againſt ſuch a dangerous and 
damnable Miſtake, and the rather that your Hearts are all na- 
turally inclined to it. There is ingrained in every Man ſome- 
thing of a natural Popery ; we would all fain ſtand upon our 
own Legs, and have ſomething of our own to found our 
Hopes of Heaven upon: This was the firſt Way of Salvati- 
on when we were in Adam's Loins, and hence all his Poſte- 
rity have a natural Hankering after it, and are with great Dif- 
ficulty brought off from going about to eſtabliſn their own | 

Righteouſneſs, and perſwaded to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs 
of God, Rom. x. 3. 5 

But, however backward Mens Hearts are to it, God will 
have all the Seed of Iſrael brought to this humble ſubmiſſive 
Way, and made willing to quit all Dependence upon any 
Righteouſneſs of their own, and betake themſelves entirely 
to an imputed Righteouſneſs for Juſtification and Acceptance 
with God. This is the Way that God hath fixed for ſaving 
fallen Sinners of Adam's Race; and all the Elect of God will 
go in to it, yea, rejoice in it, as a noble Contrivance for ad- 

vancing the Glory of the Creator, and ſecuring the Happineſs 


of the Creature, And, ſeeing God declares himſelf well 
; . | pleaſed 


Doc rine of Fuſtification. | 21 
pleaſed with the Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction of Chriſt for 
Sinners, it is highly our Wiſdom to declare ourſelves well 
pleaſed with it too, and ſo put Honour upon his dear Son; 
for God will never accept of theſe who diſhonour him, by 
ſeeking to join their Merits with his, or their polluted Duties 
with his moſt perfect Obedience, as if they would add Per- 
fection to Chriſt's Sacrifice and Blood which is infinite. What 
is it elſe but Blaſphemy, to charge his Sacrifice with Lame- 
neſs, or his Satisfaction with Deficiency, and to think to make 
it up by adding ſomething of ours! yet this all do practical- 
ly, who would mix their own Righteouſneſs with Chriſt's in 
the Point of Juſtification: But this will never do; Chriſt will 
either be our whole Saviour, or no Saviour. Bleſſed be God 
for Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 
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On Gal. i. 8. 


But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel, &C. 


B ESIDES what I have ſaid to prove Popery another 
Goſpel, let me add, in the next Place, | 


An Eighth Arg. That Religion which teacherh Men to make 
graven Images, to worſhip and bow down before them, or 
directs Men to worſhip any other but the one only living and 
true God, is another Goſpel than Chriſt's, and falls under the 
Anathema of the Text: But Popery is ſuch a Religion; 
Therefore, ec. mY 
The holy Scriptures teach us, that religious Worſhip is oni 
due to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and to him 
alone; but not to any Creature whatſomever, Exod. xx. 3. 
Mat. iv. 10. John v. 23. 2 Cor. xiii. 24. Rom. i. 25. They 
teach us, that God is not to be worſhipped by Images, or un- 
der any viſible Repreſentation; nor in the Mediation of any 
other, but of Chriſt alone, the one Mediator, Exod. xx. 4. 
Deut. iv. 15. Rom. i. 23. John xiv. 6. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Col. iii. 17. 
But the Church of Rome, in direct Oppoſition to God's 
Command, pay religious Worſhip to Images, Angels, * 
| ; ig 


22 The Idolutry of the Church of Rome 1 
Relicks, the Croſs, Pope and Bread. I ſhall ſay a few Things 
e of em 


1133 I. Of Image-Worſhip. Is 
- They make Images for religious Worſhip, bow. down and 
kneel before rhem, ae confeſs, burn Incenſe to them, c. 
And they are fo ſenſible that all this is againſt the ſecond Com- 
mand, that they leave it out in their Catechiſms and Books 
of Devotion, alledging that the ſecond is only a Part or Pen- 
dicle of the firſt Command; and therefore they call the third 
Command the ſecond, and the fourth the third, and ſo on. 
And, becauſe the People had always heard there were Ten 
Commands, they, to blind them, would keep up the Number, 
by ſplitting the tenth into two: And ſo with them the ginth 
Command is, Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Houſe; and 
the tenth is, Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Wife. &c. 
A poor Blind indeed ! Our Lord not only in the ſecond Com- 
mand, but in ſeveral other Texts, forbids all Idolatry and 
Image-worſkip, and tells us, that as God is a Spirit, ſo he 
muſt be worfhipped in a ſpiritual Manner, and not ibylI mages. 
The primitive Church for Six hundred Years after Chrift 
abhorred Image-worſhip and all Appearance of Idolatry ; and 
there was nothing of it in the Church, until he Man of Sin 
brought it in near the End of the th Century: Soon after 
that, Images of all Kinds were introduced, as of the bleſſed 
Trinity, of Angels, the Virgin Mary, Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
"Saints, &c. all which Images Men were enjoined by the 
Church of Rome to worſhip and bown down to. They blaſphe- 
mouſfly pictured the glorious Trinity; the Father as a reverend 
old Man; the Son as a Man on a Croſs, or as a Lamb; and 
the Holy Ghoſt as a Dove: And theſe do Papiſts fall down be- 
fore, contrary to God's expreſs Prohibitions. See Deut. iv. 15, 
T6. Take ye good heed unto yourſelves, for ye ſaw. no manner 
F Similitude in the Day the Lord ſpake unto yon in Horeb ;— 
Leſt ye corrupt yourſelves, and make you a graven Image, the 
Similitude of any Figure, the Likeneſs of any Beaſt, &c. Since 
God choſe no Similitude to appear in, to the People of 
Am they muſt not preſume to make one for him: Why? 
the making of ſuch Images or Similitudes is highly diſpara- 
ging and injurious to an infinitely glorious God ; for this (ſaith 
the Spirit of God) is to change the Glory of the uncorruptible 
God into an Image, like unto corruprible Man, and to Birds, 
and four-footed Beaſts, &c. Rom. 1. 23. It is very remarkable 
how cloſly the Papiſts have imitated the Pagans in this Matter, 
And yet are not aſhamed, 8" © | XD 
1 . e * But 


The Idolatry of worſhipping Angels. 23 

« But (fay Papiſts) the Pagans. made Images of falſe gods, 
« and worthipped them.” An.. The making and worſhip» 
ping Images of of the true God is forbidden, as well as theſa 
of falſe gods. The Iſraelites did not deſign the Worſhip 
of a falſe god, when they made- the golden Calf, Exod, 
xxxii. 5. Nor did Micah and his Mother defign it in the graven 
Image they made, Sant xvii. 3, 17. nor did the ten Tribes 
in worſhipping the Calves of Dan and Bethel: Vet God was 
highly provoked againſt the Worſhippers of thoſe Images. 

Romaniſts would excuſe themſelves by ſaying, * They do 
«© not worſhip the Images; they only worſhip God, and pray 
« to him before them. Axſ. The idolatrous Jews had the 
ſame Excuſe for their worſhipping before the golden Calf, 
Exod. Xxxii. 5. To-morrow is 4 Feaſt (ſaid they) to EHO- 
VAH. But God diſcharges us to bown down before an Is 
mage. See 2 Chron. xxv. 14. . N 


* II. of Angel-Morſ hig. 
As Papiſts worſhip the Trinity by Images, ſo they worſhip 
Angels and Saints before Images which they make for them, 
— all this contrary to God's repeated Commands and 
Threatnings. Vea, God doth ſo much abhor Idolatry, that 
he is jealous of every Thing that hath a Tendency to it; 
therefore he diſchargeth us ſo much as to ſet up an Image, 
Deut. xvi. 22. Neither ſhalt thou ſet thee up any Image, which 
the Lord thy God hateth. Yet Papiſts, in ſpite of all theſe 
Prohibitions, ſet up many Images, and commit Idolatry with 
them too, in Defiance of the Authority of the great and dread- 
ful God. But, to skreen themſelves a little from the Charge, 
of Idolatry, they would make a Diſtinction betwixt Eatria 
and Dulia, two Greek Words uſed in Scripture for Worſhip. 
Latria, they ſay, is the Worſhip they give to God, and 
Dulia is the Worſhip they give to Angels and Saints. But it 
is well known that the Vulgar make no Diſtinction between 
the Worſhip they give to. one or other of them, and the 
Learned of them are difficulted to ſhew_wherein the Difference 
lies: Nay, we ſee the Scriptures make none, for they uſe 
the two Words promiſcuouſſy for the Worſhip due to God, 
and condemn the giving either Latria or Qulia to Creatures. 
Look to the original Language in Gal. iv. 8. Rom. L 25. 
As for Angels, the Papiſts teach and direct Men to; worſhip 
them, and; pray to them, as. they undertake the Care of 
our Salvation: And as every Man (ſay they) hath a guardian 
Angel, ſo it is fit that he commit himſelf more particularly 


to him, But tho' we are to honour Angels, 23s they are 


p od's 


24 The Idolatry of worſhipping | 
_ God's Miniſters ſent forth to miniſter to them that. ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation; yet we dare not worſhip them, ſeeing our 
Lord expreſly forbids us to worſhip any but God, Mat. 
iv. 10. and condemns Angel-worſhip, Col. ii. 18. We ſce 
alſo, Angels, when Worſhip hath been offered to them, do 
reject it with Abhorrence, becauſe derogatory to God the only 
Object of Worſhip; which is recorded for our Direction, 
Rev. xix. 10. See thou do it not; worſhip God, Yet, in Defiance 
of all theſe Prohibitions, Papiſts will have Men to worſhip 
both Angels and Saints. 


| III. of Saint-Worſhip. ö | 
They worſhip Saints departed, pray to them, offer Incenſe, 
make Confeſſions and Vows to them: And ſo fond are they 
of this Worſhip, that they make many more. Applications to 
Saints than to God, -and have many Ave. Maria's for one 
Pater noſter. They even put the Virgin Mary and other 
Saints in Chriſt's Room, by praying to God to hear them for 
the Merits and Interceſſion of the Saints. Alſo they ſay 
Maſs for the Honour and Memory of the Saints, as of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, the Apoſtles, exc. And the Council of Trent 
pronounce an Anathema againſt them who blame them for 
it. What an impious Perverting of the Lord's Supper is it, 
to celebrate that in Remembrance of Saints, which our Lord 
inſtituted in Remembrance of himſelf! Vea, they conclude 
the Service with praying that this their Sacrifice of the Maſs 
may be accepted and made effectual for the Merits and Inter- 
ceſſion of Saints. Oh horrid Blaſphemy ! to plead that the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body and Blood (as they make it) may 
be accepted and made effectual for the Merits of Saints! But 
all this Blaſphemy is the more eaſily ſwallowed by the People, 
that the Service is performed in a Language they don't un- 
derſtand. | | | ; 
But to what a blaſphemous Height do they carry their 
Worſhip to the Virgin Mary! They call her, in their publick 
Litanies and Prayers, the Mother of Grace and Mercy; the 
Queen, the Gate of Heaven; the Refuge and Advocate of Sin- 
ners, &c. And, in their Prayers to her, they have theſe Words, 
That, by thy Interceſſion and Merits, all our Works may be 
directed according to THINE and thy Sons Will; where 
they put ber Will before our Saviour's Will: Yea, they uſe 
- theſe: blaſphemous Words, By thy Authority as 4 Mother, 
— Eh thy Son; which cannot but fill Chriſtian Ears with 
—— 15 ; -, 
But (ſay Papiſts) we only addreſs Saints as Unterceſſors 
C LIP * ta 


| Saints departed. 5 
* to pray for us. Anſ. 1. Even this is unlawful, ſeeing we 
have no Command, Example or Warrant for ſuch Addreſſes 
in the Bible : But, on the contrary, we are there told, tha 
God only is the Object of Worſhip ; and we are commanded t 
call upon God in the Day of Trouble, not upon Saints; when 
we want Wiſdom, to ask it of God, and to put our Truſt in God, 
and pour out our Hearts before him, not before departed Saints, 
See Pſal. 1. 15. Jam. i. 5. Pſal. Ixii. 8. It is but a voluntar 
Humility, Col. ii. 18. not required nor accepted of God, t 
pretend Unworthineſs to come into his Preſence, and as it 
were, from a Senſe of this, to go about to employ Creatures 
to be our Mediators with God, when God requires us to com 
immediately to himſelf. Should a =o think fit to comman 
his Subjects to come ſtraight to himſelf with their Petitions, 


and not to any of his Courtiers; graciouſly mai, hoe gr that 


he was delighted with them, always at Leiſure to hear them, 
and a thouſand Times more compaſſionate than any about him: 
What would be thought of a Man that would deſpiſe the 
King's Command and gracious Aſſurance, and would ſpen 
his Time in 1 this and the other Servant to intro- 
duce him to the King? Every one would judge him guilty 
of great Folly, as well as Contempt of 1 ED 

2. To chuſe Creatures for our Mediators is finful, becauſe 
God hath appointed his Eternal Son for that Office, who is 
every way fit for it, and 5 preferable to all others, 
being One with God; and it muſt be highly diſparaging to 
this great Mediator, to paſs by him, and employ others not au- 
thorized for the Office. It is in vain for Papiſſs to make a Diſ- 
tinction betwixt a Mediator of Redemption and Interceſſon; fot 
the Scripture makes none, but afferts that he is the One Medi- 
ator between God and Man, who gave himſelf to be a Ran- 
ſom for us, 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. and that he only is our Interceſ- 
ſor with God, who died and roſe again, and ſits at the right 
Hand of God, Nom. viii. 34. So that there is no other Me- 
1 that hath Right to our Addreffes, but Jeſus Chriſt 

one. 5 

„ HgBut (fay they) what more Idolatry or Sin is there in 
„ addrefling Saints departed, than for one to employ his Friend 
« in this Life to pray for him?“ | 
Anſ. 1. It appears from Popiſh Miſſals and Books of Devo- 
tion, that they not only addreſs Saints to pray for them, but 
that they alſo pray directly to them, to beſtow Bleſſings on 
them both ſpiritual and temporal. „„ 

2. We have both $cripturo-precepts and Examples for ad- 
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26 The Idolatry of worſhipping 
dreſſing living Saints to pray for us, but none of theſe have 
we for addreſſing the dead. | 8 

3. We know the Living hear our Requeſts, but have no 
ground to think the Dead do ſo, but that they do not,. from 
Ta. Ixiii. 16, Abraham is ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknow- 
ledgeth us not. Nay, we are aſſured that it is God's incommu- 
nicable Prerogative to know the Heart, and to know and 
hear ſecret Prayer, 2 Chron. vi. 30. Mat. vi. 6. and it muſt 
be ſinful in any to give his Glory to another. | 
4. We do not addreſs the Living in ſuch Manner as Papiſts 
do the Dead. They kneel, and invoke an abſent inviſible 
Being, a Being in another World, in an adoring Poſture and 
Diſpoſition, and with the ſame Abſtraction of Thought as 
they worſhip God, and pray to him: Which is nothing like 
our deſiring living Saints to pray for us. F 

5. What elſe is it but a Deifying of Creatures for Men to 
worſhip them, as if they could 3 their Hearts, know 
their moſt ſecret Deſires, hear the Petitions of Thouſands or 
Millions at one Time, who may be Thouſands of Miles 
diſtant one from another ! — Should all the World addreſs 
one Saint at once, as poſlibly the Popiſh World may do the 
Virgin Mary, it would require Omniſcience or Ubiquity in that 
Creature to know and hear all their Requeſts. Which plainly 
ſhews us, that Papiſts by their Practice make gods of Men, 
and ſo are guilty of Idolatry. | 335 

oe IV. of Relick-Worſhip. 3 | 

The Church of Rome not only worſhip Saints and their 
Images, but they alſo worſhip their Relicks, that is, the Re- 
mainders of their Bodies, or ſuch Things as belonged to them 
when alive, as an Arm, Leg, Bones, Aſhes, the Chains or 


Inſtruments by which they ſuffered. They pretend, that, 


by the religious Vencration of ſuch Relicks, many Benefits 
are received, Miracles wrought, Diſcaſes cured, Devils caſt 
out, c. Although many vile Cheats and Impoſtures have 
been diſcovered touching the pretended Vertues of Popiſh 
Relicks, yet they ſtill maintain this idolatrous Practice. No- 
thing have they in the Bible for it, but much againſt it. Be- 
cauſe God knew the Iſraelites Proneneſs to Idolatry, he buried 
the Body of Moſes in a Place none knew of, Deut. xxxiv. 6. 
to prevent their worſhipping his Relicks. And when the Devil 
would have ſhewed the Grave and Body of Moſes to the 
. Iſraelites, for enſnaring them, Michael hindred it; which 
ſeems to be the Contention ſpoke of, Jude ver. 9. When 
the 1/7aelites abuſed the brazen. Serpent to Idolatry, as being® 


Saints or their Relicks. 27 
a Relick of Moſes, and a Memorial of the miraculous Cures 
God wrought upon their Anceſtors by it; Good King Heze- 


kiah brake it in Pieces, calling it Nehuſbtan, a Piece of Braſs, 


2 Kings Xviil. 4. From which we ſee, that, tho' it were true 
what Papiſts ſay of Miracles wrought by theſe Relicks, it would 
not be a good Reaſon for the Reverence and Worſhip they 
give them; nay, that idolatrous Worſhip is rather a good 
Reaſon (according to Hezekiah's Practice) for giving them a 
decent Interment than for enſhrining them. 3 
But (ſay Papiſts) we read in Scripture, that a dead Man 
« was raiſed to Life, by touching El:pa's Bones; and from 
„Paul's Body were brought Handkerchiefs and Aprons for 
“ curing the Sick, c. Anſ. 'Tho' God thought fit to 
work Miracles by Eliſha's Bones and Paul's Handkerchiefs, 
that is no Argument for worſhipping them ; but the wor- 
ſhipping them is a better Argument for breaking them al to 
Pieces. The primitive Chrittians worſhipped no ſuch Relicks, 
V. Of Croſs-Worſhip. * | 
They alſo worſhip the material Croſs, or the Figure of that 
on which Chrift was crucified ; they aſcribe peculiar Vertues 
to it, and pray that God would make the Wood of the Croſs 
the Stability of Faith, an Increaſe of good Works, the Redemp- 
rion of Souls: Nay, they pray directly to it, to increaſe Grace 
in the Godly, and blot out the Sins of the Guilty. Likewiſe, 
they give to the Croſs Latria, the ſame Worthip they give to 
God: And ſince they own it is Idolatry to give Latria to any 
but God, and yet give Latria to the material Croſs, they muſt 
in this Inſtance be ſelf- condemned as Idolaters. But there is 
no End of the Idolatry, Superſtition and Will-worſhip of the 
Romiſh Church: Some of their own Writers have been ſo 
ſenſible of it, that they have acknowledged with Regrete, 
that Popiſh Rome is nothing inferior to Pagan Rome in this Mat- 
ter. Good Reaſon then have we, and all true Chriſtians, to 
avoid Communion with her, and keep ſeparate from her; 
as we are plainly called and warned by God to do, 2 Cor. vi. 
16, 17. Rev. xviii. 4. | 
| VI. Of Pope-Worſhip. | 
They likewiſe deify and adore their Pope. They exalt 
him into Chriſt's Room, and give him Divine Titles and Ho- 
nours: They call him their Lord and God, Dominus Deus 
 noſter Papa, Deus alter in terra, idem eſs dominium Dei & 
Pape, univerſal Head of the Church, &c. They give him Power 
to make Laws to bind the os and ſay that Chriſtians 
2 are 
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28 Of worſhipping the Pope 

are bound to give him implicite Faith and blind Obedience. 
They are not to examine his Laws and Preſcriptions by the 
Scri tures, as the Bereans did the Apoſtles Doctrine; but all 
muſt 1mplicitely obey his Commands, tho never ſo contrary 
to the Commands of God; as when he commands the wor- 
ſhipping of Images, prohibites the People to read the Scriptures, 
or to take the ſacramental Cup, refuſes Marriage to Prieſts, 
exempts them from the Juriſdiction of Magiſtrates, exc. 
They give the Pope Power to diſpenſe with God's Laws at 
Pleaſure, to forgive Sins committed againſt God, and to re- 
mit the Puniſhment he might inflict for them, to open and 
ſhut both Heaven and Hell; and therefore he wears a Bundle 
of Keys at his Girdle. Hence the Spirit of God calls him 
the Man of Sin, who —_ and exalteth himſelf above all 
that is called God; and faith, he is full of the Names of Blaſ- 
phemy, and opens his Mouth in Blaſphemy againſt God. See 
2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. Rev. xvii. 3. & xiii. 6. . 
Juſt Ground then have we to ſeparate from the Church of 
Rome as a groſly idolatrous and blaſphemous Church, rejected 
and abandoned of God. Far worſe is ſhe than the antient 
Enemies of Chriſt, the Scribes and Phariſees; for they ſtill 
held that Principle, that none can forgive Sin but God only: 
But the Romaniſts have given up that Principle, and give this 
Power to their Pope. O what daring Uſurpation muſt it be 
for a Subject, and one that is a Criminal himſelf, to preſume _ 
to pardon Crimes committed againſt his almighty Sovereign, 
and to remit the Puniſhment which belongs to him to in- 
flict! How admirable is the Patience and Long-ſuffering of 
the pm of Heaven and Earth, that can bear ſo long with 
ſuch Inſolence and blaſphemous Indignities from a Worm of 


the Earth! 
VII. Of Bread-Worſhip. | 
The Church of Rome worſhip the Bread in the Sacrament, 
which they call the Hoſtie; tho they have no Precept nor 
Example in Scripture for this Adoration, nor was there any 
ſuch Practice in the Church for 800 Years after Chriſt. It 
never began until the monſtrous Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
was brought in, which taught that Chriſt is corporally pre- 
ſent in the Bread; a Doctrine againſt both Scripture and Rea- 
ſon. How abſurd is it to teach, that a poor filly Prieſt hath 
Power when he pleaſes to make a god, by muttering a few 
Words; and, aſſoon as he makes it, the People muſt fall 
down and worſhip it; and, when that is done, they muſt 
reſently eat and devour their god! And yet ſo violent are 
Papiſts for this Idolatry, that they would burn and * | 
BELT, eſe 


and facramental Bread. 29 
theſe who will not bow to their breaden god. But tho” 
Tranſubſtantiation were poſſible, yet Romaniſts, according 
to their own Principles, are in continual Hazard of Idolatry, 
to wit, by giving Divine Worſhip to a Creature; for they 
can never be ſure that the Bread is changed into Chriſt's Body, 
ſeeing they grant the 3 may be hindred by ſundry De- 
fects, ſuch as, if the Bread be not Wheat-bread, if it be cor- 
rupted, if the Wine be ſoured, if there be more Water than 
Wine, if the Prieſt err in the Words of Conſecration, of 
which the People cannot be ſure, ſeeing he utters them with 
ſuch a low Voice that he cannot be heard; or again, if the 
Prieſt's Intention be not right in Conſecration; or if he be 
no Prieſt, thro' ſome Error in his Ordination or Baptiſm, or 
in the Ordination or Baptiſm of his Authors, even back to 
the Apoſtles Times. For in any of theſe Caſes, by their own 
Doctrine which ſuſpends the Validity of all Sacraments upon 
the Intention of the Prieſt, and other ſuch Things, the Con- 
ſecration of the Bread is invalid, and no real Change is made: 
and then the Worſhippers of it muſt be guilty of Idolatry. 
Now, what an unſafe and unhappy Religion muſt Popery be, 
that expoſes the People ſo frequently to the Danger of Idola- 
try ! a Sin which God declares to be ſo abominable and hate- 
ful in his Sight! Jer. xliv. 4. And hence it is, that the Spirit 
of God, when he ſpeaks of the Idols of the Natians, calls 
them by the Name of Abominations; as the Abomination 
of the Moabites, the Abomination of the Ammonites, the 
Abomination of the Zidonians, &c. And indeed we have 
juſt Ground to ſpeak in the ſame Stile of the Abomination of 
the Papiſts; for their Idolatry is as abominable, as that of the 
Fews or Pagans of old. 

We may hence ſee, that it was with good Reaſon, and 
upon juſt Grounds, that our Anceſtors about 200 Years ago 
did ſevarate from the Church of Rome and her Worſhip. 
Why? God abhors Idolatry, and calls all his People to ſe- 
parate from Idolaters, and come out from among them, be- 
cauſe the Temple of God can have no Agreement with Idols, 
2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. And, in particular, God gives the loudeſt 
Warnings and plaineſt Calls to ſeparate from Babylon, or ido- 
latrous Rome, Rev. xviii. 4, 5. Come out of her, my People, 
that ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive not 
of her Plagues; for her Sins are reached unto Heaven. Now, 
what are the Sins which =_ on her Plagues? They are the 
Heaven-daring and God-affronting Sins of Blaſphemy and 
_ 1dolatry mentioned before.---- And we ſee how particularly 

God points forth the groſs Idolatry of Babylon, and — en- 
ws 


* 
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God, Hoſea ix. 1. And it is oft calle 
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ſnaring the Nations into it with her, as the main Sin which 
provokes the Lord at length to deſtroy her, Rev. xiv. 8. Ba- 
bylon is fallen, becauſe ſhe made all Nations drink of the Wine 
of her Fornication. Idolatry is called Wine, becauſe it is ſweet 
and palatable to corrupt Nature, and ſoon intoxicates Men, 
And frequently, in Scripture, Idolatry is called Fornication, 
to wit, in a ſpiritual Senſe, as it is a going a-whoring from 
by Adultery, upon the 
fame Account, Jer. iti. 8, 9. Exzek. xxiii. 37. Jam. iv. 4. 
The Lord is a jealous God, and will not ſuffer his Spouſe 
to go a-whoring after other gods, but will have her as a 
chaſt Virgin preſented to him, and preſerved for him; other- 
wife the Marriage- relation cannot ſubſiſt, Hoſea iii. 3. Thos 
alt abide for me, thou ſhalt not play the Harlot, fo will I 
alſo be for thee. Idolatry breaks the Marriage-covenant be- 
twixt Chriſt and his Church, as Adultery doth it amongſt 


Men; and for this Sin he ſends deſolating Judgments. It 


was idolatry that brought Deſolation upon 1/rael,' and made 
their Land to ſpue them out. And to this Day the Jeu 
are ſo ſenſible of the God-provoking Nature of this Sin, that, 
when any great Judgment or Calamity befals them, they 
fay, There is an Ounce of the golden Calf (they made in the 
Wilderneſs) given them in it. Likewiſe, it is for Idolatry 
that Rome will in one Hour be made deſolate : See Rev. xviii. 


3, 19. | h 
As Idolatry is a Land-deſolating and Church- deſtroying 


Sin here, ſo it is a Wrath-kindling and Soul-damning Sin 


hereafer. We ſee God expreſly declares all Idolaters to be 
in a damnable State, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. No Idolater ſhall in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. Rev, xxi. 8. Idolaters and all Liars 
ſhall have their Part in the Lake that burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death. Surely then Romiſh 
Idolaters have great Cauſe to fear and tremble, becauſe of 
their groſs Idolatry, as well as for their Blaſphemy, and dam- 
nable Errors in the grand Article of our Juſtification before 
God, which I handled in the preceeding Sermon. O that 

God might open their Eyes to read and conſider what the 
Word of God faith concerning them in the Texts above- 
Cited, and particularly in Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. They who wor- 
ſhip the Beaſt, and receive his Mark in their Forehead and Hand, 
(that is, theſe who throughly and openly adhero to the Anti- 
chriſtian Profeſſion) they ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath 
f God, and fhall be tormented with Fire and Brimſtone, where 
the Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever. 


Oh what a fad Religion mult Popery be, that hath the ever- 


laſting 
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laſting Wrath of God threatned againſt it, and theſe who pro- 
ſefs it! Likewiſe, it is ſaid, Rev. xvii. 8. They who wonder 
after the Beaſt, their Names are not written in the Book of Life, 
We have alto a very awful Confirmation of theſe Threat- 
nings againſt Papiſts, which ſhould make them reflect with 
Terror upon their Errors and Deluſions, in 2 Theſſ. ii. 11, 12. 
where it is expreſly aſſerted, that they who believe the De- 
luſions of the Man of Sin, are given up to be damned. Now, 


theſe being the Words of the Spirit of God, we cannot alter 


them, nor take from them. But by them we are called to 
think ſeriouſly of the damnable Nature of Popery, and to 
bleſs God for our Dehverance from it; and alſo to commiſe« 
rate their Caſe who are carried away with Romiſh Delufions, 
and pray carneſtly for them, that God may open their Eyes, 
as he was pleaſed in Mercy to do to this Land, at the Re- 
formation; and that he may ſtill preſerve us from the Return 
of Romiſh Idolatry and Deluſions, and from every Thing 
that would open the Door unto them. For fince God gives 
it as the ſtrong Reaſon for his People's coming out and ſepa- 
rating from the idolatrous Church of Rome, becauſe he was 
to deitroy her for her Idolatry, and becauſe all who drink 
of the Wine of her Fornication, - ſhall alfo drink of the 
Wine of God's Indignation, Rev. xiv. 10. it is highly our 
Wiſdom and Intereſt to ſhun and avoid, with the greateſt 
Care, the Idolatry and Deluſions of Rome, and all the Snares 


and Methods of theſe who are concerned to promote her 


Intereſt, and in their Rebellion would appoint a Captain to lead 
back theſe Lands into Egyptian Bondage, as in Neh. ix. 17. Still 
remember the Caution of the Apoſtle John, 1 John v. 21. 
Little Children, keep yourſelves from Idols; as if he had ſaid, 
Shun all idolatrous Communion, avoid Fellowſhip with Idol- 
worſhippers, their Society is infectious and dangerous: Since 
ye have the Knowledge of the true God, pay all your religi- 
ous Worſhip and Honour to him, as the ſole Object of Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration ; let ro Creature partake with him in it. 
Adore not your God by Statues and Images, which would 
ſhare with him in his Worſhip ; he diſcharges all theſe. Re- 
member, your God is an incomprehenſible Spirit, and would 
reckon himſelf diſgraced by ſuch ſordid Repreſentations. 
Hence it is, that he often puts that Queſtion to Idolaters, 


Iſa. xl. 18. To whom then will ye liken God? or what Lite- 


neſs will ye compare unto him? intimating that he looks on it 
as an intolerable Affront to liken the glorious inviſible God 


to a poor deſpicable Creature. May God preſerve us from 


: 


the abominable Sin of 1dolatry ! Amen 
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32 The Popiſb DotFrine of Merit 


SERMON IV. 
On Cal. i. 8. 2 

But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel, &c. | 


1 Still proceed in my Arguments to prove the Romiſh Re- 
ligion another Goſpel than that of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Ninth Arg. That Religion which makes Nature vainly 
rond, in allowing a Man to glory in human Works and 
erits, in puffing him up with a vain Conceit of Perfection 
here, and of his Ability to do more than God hath required, 
and even to merit Salvation for others, as well as for him- 
ſelf; that Religion is another Goſpel than Chriſt's, and falls 
under the Anathema of the Text: But Popery is ſuch a Re- 
ligion ; Therefore, ezc. | | 
The Chriſtian Religion, or Goſpel of Chriſt, is a Self-deny- 
ing and Creature-humbling Way of ſaving Sinners; allowing 
no Place for human Merit, or for our glorying in any Thing, 
but in our Lord Jeſus only, and the free Mercy of God in 
him. Befides what I faid before on this Head, Arg. 7. con- 
cerning Juſtification, I ſhall here adduce ſome of the Argu- 
ments brought by the Spirit of God againſt the Popiſh Do- 
ctrine of Merit either for ourſelves or for others. 

I. The holy Spirit aſſerts, that God cannot be made a 
Debtor to Man, as the Popiſn Doctrine would make him; 
for (faith he) to him that worketh or meriteth, the Reward 
is not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt, Rom. iv. 4. But it is 
abſurd to think it can be of Debt, for a Man cannot be pro- 
fitable to God, Job xxii. 2. This our Lord confirms, Luke 
xvii. 10. When ye ſhall have done all theſe Things which are 
commanded you, ſay, We are unprofitable Servants; we have 
done that which was our Duty to do. Now, how can any 
Man merit by doing what was his bound Duty to do? Pa- 

iſts would do well to conſider three Things about the beſt 
human Works; 1. We do only what we were bound to do. 
442322. What Good we do, we receive Grace from God to 
n. — 3. The Reward which God beſtows, infinitely ex- 
che Worth of our Doings. Which three Things cut 
- ot all Fretence of Merit in us. . wt 
"ax/F ie Spirit of God teacheth us, that no Mzn in 15 
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Life can attain to abſolute Perfection in keeping God's Law, 
or perfect Freedom from Sin; and that the beſt of Men fall 
ſhort of their Duty in many Things, being only renewed 
in Part, and having the Remains of Corruption in them, 
which _ againſt the ſpiritual and renewed Part: And all 


this the beſt Saints do acknowledge, and mournfully com- 
plain of their Imperfections. See Eccleſ. vii. 20. 1 John i. 
8. Jam. ili. 2. Rom. iii. 23. Rom. Vii. 18, &c. Gal. v. 17. 
Job ix. 2, 3. And hence it is, that our beſt Performances 
are imperfect and defiled with Sin, and all our Righteouſneſſes 
as filthy Rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. And how can ſuch Works 
_ theſe merit eternal Life? Nay, ſeeing the Divine Law 5 
quires a perfect Righteouſneſs, and denounces a Curſe againſt 
every Breach or Defect, ſurely our polluted Performances 
can merit nothing from God but a Curſe.----- No Man but 
Jeſus Chriſt, our infinitely perfect Surety, could perform the 
perfect meritorious Righteouſneſs which the Law required 
from us.* | | ; 
3. The Spirit of God intimates to us, that, ſeeing the 
Covenant of Works was broke by our firſt Parents, none of 
their Poſterity can' have Salvation by it.; and that God hath 
revealed another Way to juſtify and fave Sinners, to Wit, 
freely, 5% Grace, through the Redemption of Chriſt, and by 
Faith in him: And therefore eternal Life is now the free Giſt 
of God to Men through Jeſus Chriſt, who ſatisfied the Law 
for us; ſo that no Fleſh, in this fallen State, can look for 
Juſtification by the Deeds of the Law, or his own Doings. 
See, for all this, Pſal. cxxx. 3. & cxliii. 2. Eph. ii. 5, 8. 
Rom. iii. 20, 24. Gal. ii. 16. Rom. vi. 23. 5 
4. The Spirit of God, in order to cut off all Dependence 


14 + & 


we lay hold upon our Surety's Righteouſneſs, and get it im- 
puted to us for our Juſtification before God : And, upon this 
Account, it is called the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith; and 
Chriſt, who performed it, is called the Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
and is ſaid to be made of God unto us Righteouſneſs. See 
Rom. v. 1. Gal. ii. 16. Phil. iii. 9. Fer. xxiii. 6. © 1 Cor. i. 30. 

5. The Spirit of God teacheth us, that the great Seope and 


Deſign of the Goſpeb- way, contrived by God for ſaving Sin- 


* 


is to exalt and glofify the free Grace, of 


ners ſince the Fall, Of! ; 
God through Jeſus Chrift, and to. humble Man before God, 
and exclude all Boaſting in himfelf. But the Popiſh Doctrine 
of Merit doth impiouſly — from God's free Grace, 


and 


—— 
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34 Popiſh Corruptions 
and Chriſt's perfect Righteouſneſs and Merits; and ſo would 
rob God of his Glory in the Salvation of Sinners, and give 
Ground to Men to glory in themſelves; which is evidently 
another Goſpel, and a Way that is. both contradictory to God's 
Word, and deſtructive to Mens Souls. See Rom. Iii. 24, 27, 
28. Eph. i. 6. Eph. ii. 8, 9. I Cor. i. 29. Tit. iii. 5. 

The Papiſts maintain, That Men by their good Works, 
and ſatisfactory Deeds, may not only attain to Perfection 
in this Life, and merit Heaven for themſelves; but they may 
ſupererogate, that is, they may do more than what is required 
of them, and ſo have ſuperfluoys Merits and Satisfactions 
to ſpare to ſuch as need them. But the Scripture- arguments 
before adduced againſt human Merits, do quite overturn all 
the Popiſh Works of Supererogation; for, if a Man cannot 
merit for himſelf, he can far leſs merit for others, The beft 
Saints ih Scripture acknowledge the Defects and Shortcomings 
of their beſt Duties, and, after all they have done, that they 
are unprofitable Servants, and have nothing to plead before 
God, but the Greatneſs of his Mercies, and that their Suf- 


Ferings here are not worthy to be compared to the Glory that 


is to be revealed. See Luke xvii. 10, Jam. iii. 2. Nehem. Xiii. 
22. Rom. viii. 18. Now, if our Doings or Sufferings here 
be not worthy to be compared to the Glory of Heaven, 
how can any Man have Worth, Merit or Satisfactions to 
transfer to others? Inſtead of truſting to ſuch imaginary 
Helps from others, the Spirit of God requires every Man 
to prove his own Work, and then he ſhall have Reſoicing in 
himſelf alone, and not in another; for every Man ſhall bear 
his own' Burden. And, he tells us, that.every one of us ſhall 


give an Account of himſelf to God, Gal. vi. 4, 5. Rom. xiv. 
12. So that, at the great Day, no Man can anſwer for nor 
benefit another by his Merits: For the wiſeſt Virgins will 
have no Oil to ſpare, to fupply others, at that Time, Matth. 


XXV. 9. But, pray, what is the Need of Mens having Re- 
courſe to the Merits of Creatures to help them, when there 


Is an infinite Sufficiency in the Merits and Sufferings of Chrift 


to ſupply and fave all that come to him ? Surely this, muſt 
be nothing but a Device of Satan or Antichriſt, to throw 
Diſgrace and Contempt upon Chrift's Satisfaction and Sacrifice. 


Tenth Arg. That Religion which adds Fivenew Sacraments 


to the Two.of Chriſt's, Inſtitution, and doth. ſo corrupt and 


diſguiſe theſe two that it is hard to know our Lord's Inſti- 


tution in them, is anorher Goſpel than Cliſt's, and falls page 
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Therefore, exc. | 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only King and Head of his 


Church, who hath Authority to inſtitute Sacraments. in it, 
to be viſible Signs and Seals of the Covenant of Grace, hath 
only ordained two Sacraments. in the Goſpel, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. And the Spirit of God forbids Men to add to 
them, ſaying, Add thou not unto his Words, leſt he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a Liar, See Matth. xxvüi. 19.,1 Cor. 
xi. 23. Rom. iv. 11. Prov. xxx. 6, Yetnotwithſtanding of our 
Lord's ſole legiſlative Power in his Church, and his foreſaid 
authoritative Prohibition, the Papiſts have added Five Sacra- 
ments to Chriſt's Two, to wit, Confirmation, Extreme Uncti- 
on, Matrimony, Holy Orders, and Penance: But none of 
theſe Five did our Lord appoint for Sacraments, neither hath 
any of them the conſtituent Parts, the Matter and the Form, 
the Elements, or Words of Conſecration, which are neceſſary 
to make a Sacrament. , As our Lord did inſtitute only Two 
Sacraments, and recorded the ſame in his Word; ſo the Church 
in the primitive Ages received only theſe Two. The Popiſh 
Number of Sacraments . was not known in the Chriftian 
Church for 1100 Years after Chriſt, nor was it made a Mat- 
er of Faith until aþout 1590 by the Council of Trent. 
2. The Papiſts make the Uprightneſs of the Prieſt's Inten- 
tion in conſecrating Sacraments, to be neceſſary unto their 
Validity; ſo that, if this Intention be wanting, the Sacraments 
are null. Upon this Account, they can have no Certainty 
whether the Adminiſtrators be either Chriſtians or Prieſts, be- 
cauſe they know not certainly the Intention of theſe who 
baptized and ordained them; nor do the People know if. they 
themſelves be baptized nor whether in the Euchariſt that 
which they worſhip for Chriſt's Body, be any other than-Bread, 

And, for the Sacrament of Baptiſm, the Papiſts have ſo 
diſguiſed it with their corrupt Additions, that it hath quite 
another Face, Why ? they haye brought in anointing with 
Oil, ſigning many Times with the Croſs, the uſing of Salt, 
Spittle ; the Prieſts blowing on the Child's Face; Exorgiſm, which 
is compofed of certain conjuring Words, Actions and Signs, 
for driving out. the Devil; and a great many childiſh fanta- 
ſtical Ceremonies, not appointed by Chriſt, but. wholly de- 
viſed and authoxi eq by 4 188 Again, they hold, that 
Men, Women or Infidels may Aptdde in caſe of Neceſſity, 
tho' Chriſt appointed his Miniſters. only to do it, in Mat. 
xxviii. 19, 20. Where we ſee the Power of Teaching and Bap- 
pang go together. Alſo, OY maintain, that theſe m 
=. 18 


. with reſpe to the Sacraments. _ 35 
die Anathema in the Text: But Popery is ſuch a, Religion; 
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36 introduced ſo many groſs Corruptions that it is nothing 
] 


IJ. Tho' Chrift at the firſt Inſtitution of the. holy Supper, 
and in the Conſecration and Diſtribution, uſed the vulgar 
Tongue in which he ſpoke to his Diſciples: at other Times; 
yet Popiſh” Prieſts uſe a Language which the People do not 
underftand, and utter the Words of Conſecration ſo low as 
the People cannot hear them: And they denounce Anathema's 
Againſt all theſe who blame them for ſo doing. 


II. At the firſt Inſtitution, our bleſſed Lord not only com- 
municated himſelf, but injoined his Diſciples to communicate 
with him; and he accordingly diſtributed the Bread and Wine 
to them at the fame Time: But Papiſts do celebrate the Sa: 
crament frequently, without any Perſon communicating be- 
r . n 
III. When the People are allowed to communicate, they 
give them the Bread only, but ſacrilegiouſſy deprive them of 
the Cup; contrary to Chriſt's Inſtitution and Command, Mat, 
XXV1. 27. 1 Cor. Xi. 28. and contrary to the Practice of the 
antient Church 'for above a Thouſand Years after Chriſt, 
Tho' the Papiſts acknowledge Chriſt's plain Command, and 
the Church's long Practice in this Matter; yet the Council of 
Vonſtance, in the Year 1414, did with a aon obſtante, that is, 
notwithſtanding thereof, decree that the People ſhould not re- 
ceive the Cup: And the Council of Trent pronounce them 
accurfed who fay the People ſhould, receive in; both Kinds, 
This impious and impudent Sacrilege, in plain Contempt of 
Ohriſt's Authority, muſt be grating to every Chriſtian Ear. 
And, had not the World at that Time been dreadfully blinded 
and enſlaved by Antichriſt, the Frople would not ſo eaſily have 
Feat with ſuch a wicked Mutilation of Chrift's bleſſed In- 

itution, Which takes from them one Help of their Faith and 
Comfort, which their Saviour in his Love appointed for them. 


# l a ec. %s 7 


With what Hearts can the Church of Romè read or hear that 
Word of him who will one Day be their Judge? Mat. y. 19. 
Whoſotver ſhall break one of thiſe leaſt Cotnmandments,. and 
ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaft in the kingdom 
of Heaven, _ eee e e Sint, 0 

IV. They change both the Name and the Natüre of this 
Ordinance. The Bible calls it the Lord's Supper, the El 
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call it the Maſs.:, Alſo they have changed it from a Sacra. 
ment into a Sacriſice; from a Sacrament: for Commemor ation, 
into a Sacrifice for Propitiation, in which, they ſay, the Mast- 
prieſt offers to God a true and proper Sacri ce for the Sins 
of the People; which is no leſs than a blaſphemous Uſurpas 
tion of the Office.,of. the Lord Jefus Chrilt our great High 
Prieſt, who once offered up himſelf a true and proper Sacri- 
fice upon the Croſs for his Peoples Sins, by which one Sacri- 
fice God's Juſtice is perfectly ſatisfied, and the believing Soul 
fully ſecured, according to Heb. x. 12. This Man, after. he 
had affered one Sacrifice for Sins, for ;gver.{at down on the right 
Hand of God. Obſerve, he ſat down. for ever, becauſe he 
Judged his one Sacrifice, then once offered. by himſelf, was 
perfectly ſufficient. to atone for the Sins of his People, and 
Was never to be offered again, Nay (ſay the Papiſts) it was 
not ſo perfect, but that it muſt be offered over and over again; 
and all this contrary. to the Declaration of the Spirit of God, 
at his Sacrifice on the Croſs was perfect, and never needed 
to Be repeated, el. vii 2. „ fl 6 ft eb 
This Sacrament as . inſtituted, for our commemorating 
Chr s Death on the Croſs, and the wonderful Benefits;of it; 
but not for our offering any Sacrifice propitiatory to God, 
feeing Chriſt did this all at once, and none elſe can do it again, 
nor is chere any need for it. But, in direct Oppoſition to the 
Spirit of God, the Papiſts will have their Maſs to be offered, 
not. only for Thankſgiving to God for Chriſt's Sacrifice on 
the Croſs, or in Remembrance of it; but they will have it to 
be a proper propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of the Living and 
Dead, and of the fame Vertue with that which Chriſt offered 
Nel the Croſs: Nay, they ſay, the ſame very Chriſt; that 
was offered on the Croſs, is offered in the Maſs. But O how 
vaſt is the Difference betwixt the two! Why? the Sacrifice 
on the Croſs was the very Body born of the Virgin, but that 
offered, in the. Maſs is a Piece of ja On the Croſs the 
Sacrifice had the due Proportion of a Man, but in the Maſs 
it ista thin Wafer: On the Croſs there was ſhedding of Blood, 
but the Maſs is an unbloody Sacrifice. Upon all which Ac- 
counts, the Popiſh Sacrifice of the Maſs is juſtly deteſted by 
all Proteſtants, - as being both againſt Scripture and Reaſon, 
and highly derogatory to the Perfection of Chriſt's Priefthaad 
and Sacrifice. It is abſurd to have a daily Repetition of a 
Sacrifice which is perfect, or to have a Sacrifice without any 
Suffering, and a Propitiation or Remiſſion without ſhedding 
of Blood; for theſe are all contrary to the Apoſtle s Reaſon- 
ing, Heb. ix. 22, 25, 26, 28. & x. 124 14. We fee Sou the 
þ its: | | crip- 


38 The Do#rine of TranſubMantiation 
Scripture directly oppoſite to the Papiſts, tho' this indeed is 
of no Weight with them, who place the Church or Biſhop: 
of Rome above the Scriptures ; ſo that they can diſpenſe with 
them, contradict them, or put Senſes on them at their Plea- 
fure; and, let them do what they will, they are ſtill ;»fallible, 
mmerrable: And this fatal Foundation- error mult be obſtinate- 
maintained, They cannot err. Indeed, if this were once 
haken, the whole Fabrick forthwith tumbles down, even that 
which they have been rearing up and propping theſe Thou- 
fand Years paſt. | Fr 8 . 
V. They fall down before the conſecrated Bread, and wor- 
ſnhip it; which is groſs Idolatry. But I ſhall not again inſiſt 
on this Corruption, having pole of it before. See Page 28. 
VI. They teach, that the Bread and Wine, in the Euchariſt, 
are by the Prieſt's Conſecration tranſubſtantiate or changed 
into the true and real Body and Blood of Chriſt ; the Ground 
they plead for it is Chriſt's Words, 1 Cor. xi. 24. This is my 
Body; which is broken for you. But ſecing, to take theſe 
Words in a ſtrict literal Senſe, would be contrary to other 
plain Scripture- texts, as well as to our Reaſon and Senſes; 
they muſt certainly be taken figurarively, as we till uſe to 
take ſuch Expreſſions in other Places, I am the Door, the Vine, 
that Rock was Chriſt, &c. Beſides, the Apoſtle Paul, that 
recites Chriſt's Words, and beſt knew their Meaning, did not 
take them in the Popifk Senſe; for, after the Conſecration of 
the Bread, he calls it ſtill Bread, yea, three Times over, 1 Cor, 
Xi. 26, 27, 28. And Chriſt called the Cap, after Conſecra- 
tion, the Fruit of the Vine, Mat. xxvi. 29. which had not 
been true, if theſe Elements had been tranſubſtantiate. Nay, 
the Popiſh literal” Senſe is not agreeable to the very Words 
they build on, This is my Body which is broken; for the Pa- 
piſts muſt own that in the ſtrict literal Senfe this was not true, 
ſeeing his Body was not yet broken: And conſequently the 
Words muſt be taken figuratively, to wit, that the Bread 
fignified his Body that was ſoon to be broken.-—- Our Lor 
frequently uſed this figurative Way of ſpeaking to his Diſ- 
ciples, when he called himſelf a Door, a Way, a Vine, Bread, 
&c. And they very well underſtood that 1 meant he was 
repreſented by theſe Things, and therefore asked him no 
Queſtions, as they did about other Sayings of his which puz- 
zled them. They knew, ſuch figurative Expreſſions were 
moſt common eſpecially about Sacraments, Eircumcſron being 
called he Covenant, and the Lamb the Paſſover, ' 
- (Likewiſe, this Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is confuted 
by theſe Texts which aſſert that Chriſt went bodily — 


moſt abſurd and wicked. 39 
and is to continue there until his ſecond Coming: andithag 
he is to be no more bodily in the World till that Time. See 
Acts iii. 21. John xvii. t1.---Moreover,:: this Doctrine is againſt 
the plain Dictates of Reaſon, by which we are aſſured, that 
a human Body can't be in Heaven, and on Earth, and in 
many Thouſand Places of the Earth at the ſame Time: And 
alſo it is inconſiſtent with the glorified State of Chriſt's 
Body to be ſtill liable to Suffering, as to be pierced, torn, 
burnt, corrupted, and thrown out to the Dunghil. Will an 
Man in his right Senſes aſſert, that our glorified Redeemer 
yet expoſed to ſuch Miſery and Contempt? How abſurd is 
it to ſay, that Chriſt's Body was lying on the Table broken and 
crumbled down, while his real Body was fitting by it, whole 
and intire, talking to his Diſciples ! that he ate his own Body, 
and drank his own Blood! How ridiculous is it to oblige 
all the World to renounce their Senſes about theſe Things 
which are the proper Objects of Senſes! and to make them 
believe that theſe Things which have the Smell, Taſte, Feel 
ing, Colour, Quantity and Weight, of Bread and Wine, are 
not Bread and Wine, but the real Fleſn and Blood of a Man! 
-—-This would be to deſtroy the Teſtimony of the Senſes 
altogether, and the Witneſs of Miracles to our Saviour's Miſ- 
ſion! This would be to accuſe him of a weak Thing, in ap- 
pealing to Mens Senſes for the Truth of his Miracles, and of 
his Meſſiahſhip, as he did when Johns Diſciples came to him, 
Luke Vii. 22. Go your Way, and tell John what Things ye have 
ſeen and heard, that the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, &c. Alſo, 
it would have been a weak Proof of his Reſurrection, when 
he appealed to the Senſes of his doubting Diſciples for their 
Conviction, Luke xxiv. 39.--—-Behold my Hands and my Feet, 
that it is I myſelf; handle me and ſee, Neither had there been 
any Strength in the Apoſtle John's Reaſoning for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, from theſe Things which they had heard with 
their Ears, ſeen with their Eyes, and handled with their Hands, 
as he doth, 1 John i. 1. | | 
From all which we ſee what real Diſſervice they do to the 
the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, who labour to eſtabliſh the Do- 
ctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. They go about to deſtroy the 
great Evidence of the firſt Witneſſes to the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, by overturning all their demonſtrative Arguments for it, 
from the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead, and from the 
great Miracles which he and his Apoſtles wrought for-confir- 
ming their Doctrine: For if we cannot believe our Eyes, 
Ears, or Feeling; nor be ſure of what we ſee, hear or handle: 
all theſe primitive Arguments were good for nothing.Nay, 
more 
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40 obſtrutffs the Edification | 
more than that, it could be to no Effect to read the Bible, 
or cite any Text to prove any one Article of our Faith: For 
dow can we make it appear that the Words we cite are re; 

there, if we cannot truſt our Eyes? And how elſe are the 
Papiſts ſure that the Words are there which they build fo 
much on, This is my Body ?-— Thus this monſtrous Doctrine 
of the Papiſts doth even deftroy itſelf, as it would alſo deſtroy 
the whole Bible, and Foundations of 'Chriftianity. © 
It is -nowiſe to the Purpoſe for Papiſts to alledge that this 
Doctrine is a Myſtery like that of the Trinity, and not to be 
examined by our Reaſon or Senſes: For that of Tranſub- 
Fantiation is an Object of our Senſes, which the -glorious 
Trinity and Nature of God is not; likewiſe, the Doctrine of 
the Trinity is plainly and frequently declared in Scripture, 
which the other is not. Nor can they fay, it is a Contra- 
diction in itſelf, to aſſert three Perſons in one Godhead, more 
than three Lines in one Triangle; or an Underſtanding, 
Will and Memory in one Soul? Tho' indeed the three Divine 
Perſons in one Godhead, is a far more incomprehenſible My- 
ſtery. But, ſeeing the changing of one corporeal Thing into 
another is a plain Object of Senſe and Reaſon, what cruel 
Monſters muſt Papiſts be, who would put all to the moſt tor- 
menting Death who do not believe this abſurd and monſtrous 


Doctrine of theirs, which hath no Foundation in Senſe or 


Reaſon, more than in Scripture, but is directly contrary to 
all the three! Yet it is well known that this of Tranſabſflan- 
ziation was the burning Doctrine in Q. Mary's Reign, and 
the very Teſt by which the valiant Martyrs were tried and 
condemned to the Fire. May God pity theſe Lands, and pre- 
ferve them from the Return of this abſurd, monſtrous and 
cruel Religion, and all its Abettors ! | SLIT OLD 


Fs | 


 Fleventh Arg. That Religion which is calcul'd to hinder 
the Inſtruction, Edification and Comfort of Chriſtians in their 
Journey to Heaven, is another Goſpel than that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
yea, the very Reverſe of Chriſtianity : But Popery is ſuch a 
Religion; Therefore, ec. N 6 | 
It is manifeſt from the Word, and from univerſal Experi- 
ence in all Places where true Chriſtianity is taught and pra- 
ctiſed, that ix is-the plain Scope and Deſign of the Goſpel and 
Religion of Jeſus, to inſtruct, - edify and comfort his People 
in their Way to eternal Happineſs. * See Mat. xxviti, 20. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 5, 26. 2 Cor: Xii. 19. Eph. iv. 12. Rom. xv. 4. 
But it is as manifeſt that the Romihh Religion doth bags 4 
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an Comfort. of Chriſtians: ar 
obſtruct their Inſtruction, Edification and Comfort ſundry 
Ways, as by locking up the holy Scriptures (theſe Foun- 
tains of Light and Comfort) from the People in the Latin 
Tongue, and forbidding them to read them.----Alſo' by their 
having their Prayers, Hymns and publick Service, in worſhip- 
ing of God and adminiſtring the Sacraments, in the Latin 
ongue, which few do underſtand. * All this is directly con- 
trary to the Scriptures, and to the Practice of the Apoſtolick 
and Antient Churches for many Ages.----Pray, for what End 
was it that God gave the Gift of Tongues to the: Apoſtles 
and ptimitive Paſtors ? but that they might inſtruct and edify 
the People wherever they travelled, by teaching, preaching 
and performing Divine Worſhip and Service in the vulgar 
Language of every Country to which they came. We ſee 
alſo the Spirit of God injoins all his Minifters to ſtudy and 
do all Things for the Peoples Edification, - 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 
And, in order to this, he declares it neceſſary that they ſhould 
ſpeak to them in a Language they underſtood : For how (faith 
he) ſhall he that is unlearned, ſay Amen at thy givintzgof, 
Thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not what thou ſayeſt? 1 Cori 
I. 16. For i 1 know not the Meaning of the Voice, he that 
[peaketh ſhall be a Barbarian to me, &c. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. 
- Likewiſe, the Romiſh Religion obſtructs the Comfort of 
the People of God, by ſuſpending the Validity of Sacraments 
upon the Intention of the Prieſt, and the Efficacy of the 


Prieſt's Abſolution upon the Fulneſs of the Penitent's Con- 


feſſion. Alſo, their Doctrine about Purgatory is very com- 
fortleſs to the Poor, who want Money to purchaſe their De- 
liverance from it. Likewiſe, they obſtruct the Comfort 
of Chriſtians, by denying that they can in this Life attain the 
Aſſurance of Pardon, or of their being in a State of Grace, 
tho' the Scriptures afford us many Inſtances of ſuch as have 
attained it, and direct all Chriſtians to give all Diligence to male 
their Calling and Election ſure. See 1 John iii. 14, 19, 24. 
John v. 13. Rom. v. 2, 5. 2 Cor. v. 1. 2 Pet. i. 1o. May the 
Lord bleſs his Word. Amen. | 2 | 
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1 On Gal. i. 8. 
But though we, or an Angel from Hearen, preach 
any other Goſpel, &c. | 


S the Errors and Deviations of Popery from the Scrip- 

tures are numerous, ſo our Arguments are manifold to 

| prove it another Goſpel, Wherefore I proceed to add, 
in the next Place, Ep 1 


A Twelfth Arg. That Religion which derogates from the 
Efficacy of Chriſt's Blood to cleanſe from all Sin, or denies 
the Sufficiency and Fulneis of Chriſt's Satisfaction and Suffe- 
rings to atone for and purge away Sin, and therefore teach- 
eth the Neceſſity of our perſonal Satisfactions and Sufferings 
for that End, both here and in Purgatory hereafter ; that Re- 
ligion is azother Goſpel : But Popery 1s ſuch a Religion ; There- 
fore, Oc. FM, ; 

All Proteſtants, according to the Scriptures, maintain, that 
there is an infinite Sufficiency and Fulneſs in the vicarious 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chrift, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice 
for the Sins of an elect World; ſo that by one Offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are ſanfified, Heb. x. 14.---- And 
that the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt alone doth cleanſe Believers 
from all Sin, and that there is no further Condemnation to 
them that believe in him; for God doth fully forgive their 
Iniquities, and he remembers their Sins no more. See I John 
i. 7. Rom. viii. 1. Jer. xxxi. 34. : 

But Papiſts maintain, that, beſides the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
there is need for the Satisfactions and Sufferings of Believers 
by Penance here, and hereafter in Purgatory, if they have not 
fulfilled due Penance, in order to purge away their Sins, and 
prepare them for Heaven, where no unclean Thing can enter. 
They fay, Purgatory is a Place of Torment in the other 
World near Hell, to which the Souls go of theſe who diein 
a State of Grace, but are not ſufficiently purged from their 
Sins here; and there they continue under a tormenting Fire, 
till they have made full Satisfaction for their Sins, which per- 
haps may be many Hundreds or Thouſands of Years to ſome. 
But, they fay, the Time of Puniſhment may be ſhortned by 
the Prayers and Merits of others, by Soul-maſſes, and by In- 
ls = 5 Aulgences, 


| of Tndulgences. 1. 48" 
dulgences, which can be obtained by Money. Theſe Indul-. 
gences come originally from the Pope, who hath Power of 
remitting Puniſhments in Purgatory: And this Power of In- 
dulgence is founded upon Works of Supererogation, that is, the 
Overplus of the Satisfactions and Merits of Chriſt and the 
Saints, laid up in a Treaſure of which the Pope keeps the 
Key, and diſpenſes Portions thereof to particular Perſons as 
he pleaſes.----But all this Story of Purgatory, and of the Pope s 
Power, is without any Foundation in Scripture, yea, is con- 
trary to it.--—It is horrid Preſumption and Blaſphemy, to go 
to 72 the Merits of Men with the Merits of Chriſt, and to 
hold that a Man on Earth hath Power to diſpoſe of theſe 
Merits, and to remit Puniſhments inflicted by Divine Juſtice 
in another World, and to do all this for Money. 

As for the Popiſh Purgatory, it is nothing but a Fiction con- 
trived for ſecular and ſordid Purpoſes; for the Scriptures 
know no ſuch Place, nor any Purgatory for Sin but the Blood 
of Chriſt, 1 John i. 75.---Likewiſe, we learn from the Scrip- 
tures, that the Souls of all Men, when they leave the Body 
at Death, are preſently fixed in an unalterable State either of 
Happineſs or Miſery ; that there is no intermediate Place be- 
twixt them, nor any Paſſage from the one to the other. See 
Luke xvi. 22, 23, 26.--— Again, it is contrary to Scripture, 
to ſay that any who die in a State of Grace, enter into Pur- 
| gatory or a Place of Torment; For the Bible declares them 

lefſed who die in the Lord, or die in a gracious State, becauſe 
they enter into Reſt, and into Peace, where they are with Chriſt, 
and enjoy his bleſſed Preſence. All this is clear from Rev. 
X1V. 13. Ja. Ivil. 2. Phil. i. 23. and from the Inſtance of the 
Thief that repented on the Croſs; he was with Chriſt in Pa- 
radiſe that very Day he died, tho' he had been a great Sinner, 
and needed purging as much as any. And if the Blood of 
Chriſt purged him from Sin, and fitted him for Heaven, all 
at once; why ſhould Papiſts ſeek another Purgatory to them- 
ſelves, when the Bible knows no other? They can never ima- 
gine that Paradiſe, or the bleſſed Reſt which Believers enter 
into at Death, is any Thing like their Purgatory, which, the 
ay, hath in it a tormenting Fire little inferior to that of Hell, 
only it is temporary. No, no; the Belieyer's bleſſed: Reſt 
after Death is a Place of Happineſs, void of all Trouble or 
Torment, We ſee then, that the Papiſts Purgatory is contrary 
to the Bible, and highly injurious: to the infinite Vertue of 
Chriſt's Blood, and the Perfection of his Satisfaction, and is 
a plain denying of the Fulneſs and Sufficiency of it; which 
is another Goſpel than Chriſt and his Apoſtles teach us.----- 

| F 2 Again, 
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44 Of Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead. 
Again, how ſcandalouſly partial and uncharitable is the Pope's 
Way of diſpenſing his Treaſure of Merits? The wealthier 
Sort may ſhare of it, and redeem their own Souls, and the 
Souls of their Friends, ont of this Fiery Priſon by their 
Money; while the Poor muſt fry in the Flame without Hope 
of Pardon or Relief till the laſt Judgment. Now, if it be 
in the Pope's Power to deliver miſerable Souls out of this 
tormenting Fire at his Pleaſure, what a cruel inhumane Man 
muſt he be, that doth let Multitudes of the Poor ly howling 
and brolling in it, and will not beſtow Heaps of his vaſt Trea- 
ſure upon them, to ranſom them from this ſcorching Oven ! 
Let me here remark, that it is the Popiſh Doctrine of Pur- 
atory that is the Foundation of their Prayers for the Dead. 
he Papiſts judge themſelves bound to pray for the Souls of 
their Friends, {that they may be delivered from the dreadful 
Pains of Purgatory. Tho' there be no Ground for ſuch Prayers 
in Scripture, or in the Practice of the firſt Ages, yet it is to 
be regreted that not a few called Proteſtants begin to debate 
for them. But if there be no Purgatory (as I have ſhewed 
there is not) then there is no Place for Prayers for the Dead, 
It appears from the forecited Verſes, Lule xvi. 22, 23, 26. 
that the Souls of all Men, after their Departure from the Body, 
are immediately fixed in a State unalterable, The Godly go 
reſently to Abraham's Boſom, a Place of glorious Reſt and 
Perfection, Heb. xii. 23. where they need no Prayers; the 


Wicked go to a Priſon out of which there is no Redemption, 


where no Prayer can help them, the Sentence againſt them 
being irrevocable. Where the Tree falleth, there muſt it ly. 
So that praying for the Dead is a Practice unſcriptural and 
unwarrantable. | Go 


_ Thirteenth Arg. That Religion which is attended with a 
Spirit of Perſecution, a Spirit which breathes Cruelty againſt 
Fellow-chriſtians or Fellow-men, is anot ber Ohe urely 
not the — 4 of Chriſt, but of Antichriſt: But Popery 
is ſuch a Religion; Therefore, ezc. 8 | 

The Chriſtian Religion, or Goſpel of Chriſt, doth teach us 
Goodneſs and Mercy, Meekneſs, Patience and Tender-dealing, 
that ſo we may reſemble our God and Saviour, Luke vi. 36. 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father in Heaven alſo is mer- 
ciful. Eph. iv. 32. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven 
you. 2 Tim. ii, 24, 25. Be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, 
patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 


Luke ix. 56, For the Son of Man is not come to deſtray Meng 
"I ; Lives 


Popery a moſt critel and bloody Religion. 43 
Lives, but to ſave them. From theſe and other Texts we ſee 
what is the Spirit and Temper of true Chriſtianty, SI 
But the Spirit of Popery breathes out Perſecution and Violence, 
Oppreſſion and Cruelty. They avowedly plead for propaga- 
ting Religion by Force of Arms, by Blood and Slaughter; and 
ſo would cut Mens Throats to fave their Souls. 'They lay it 
down for a Principle, That Hereticks are to be burnt ; and 
ſuch they judge all Proteſtants to be: And their Practice is 
moſt agreeable to their Principle, Many Inſtances might be 
brought of the cruel Antichriſtian Spirit of Popery, yea, ſo 
many as would fill ſeveral Volumes. I'll mention a few. 


Long and cryel was the Perſecution raiſed by the Pope a- 5 


gainſt the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, which began Anno 1160, 
and continued for ſeveral Centuries, The Pope inſtigated many 
Kings and Princes to deſtroy them; and a great many Thou- 
ſands of them were moſt cruelly butchered at many different 
Times, but more eſpecially in the Year 1545. Bellarmine 
confeſſeth in his Writings, that One hundred thouſand of them 
were cut off in one Expedition that Year. - - © 
The Pope excited the Emperors, Kings, Princes, Dukes, ec. 
to take up Arms againſt the Bohemians for proteſting againſt 
the Church of Rome; intreating by the Wounds of Chriſt, 
and their own Salvation, to extirpate that curſed Generation; 
promiſing Pardon of all their Sins to the moſt wicked Perſons 
that killed any of them. Many Thouſands of them were: 
deſtroyed by various Tortures and cruel Deaths, as Clark nar- 
rates in his Martyrology. | SDS co. 
Dreadful was the Cruelty of the Pyke de Alva, while he was 
Governor of the Netherlands under the King of Spain: - He 
boaſted that he had in a ſhort Time put Eighteen thouſand 
in the Hand of the Hangman for Hereſy, beſides many 
Thouſands maſſacred by his bloody Soldiers. | 
Terrible was the Maſlacre in Paris, Anno 1572, contrived 
by the Pope and Court of Rome; aboye Ten thouſand Prote- 
ſtants were murdered in Paris in cold Blood in one Night's 
Time: And, after that, many Thouſands through France were 
butchered in the ſame Manner, the News whereof. were re- 
ceived at Rome with the greateſt Expreſſions of Jop. 
During the five Years of Queen Mary's Reign in England, 
notwithſtanding of her ſolemn Promiſes to the Men of Su- 
folk in favours of the Proteſtant Religion, great Cruelties 
were exerciſed againſt Proteſtants by theſe” furious bloody 
Biſhops Gardiner and Boner; and many godly and learned 
Biſhops, Miniſters and others, in England, were condemned 


Like- 


to the Flames, and burnt alive, 


| Popery a moſt crnel 
- Likwiſe, the Gun-powder plot of the Papiſts, diſcovered 
November 5th 1604, was a fearful Inſtance of their helliſh 
Wickedneſs and Cruelty, when they deſigned to have blown 
up the King, the Prince and both Houſes of Parliament all at 
once, and all to re-eſtabliſh Popery in theſe Lands. 

There were many terrible Maſſacres of Proteſtants in ſe- 
veral Towns of Germany, Anno 1630 and following Years, 
by the Emperor's General Count Tilly and his Soldiers, who 
killed vaſt Numbers of them in cold Blood, uſing the moſt un- 
- heard-of Barbarities againſt all Sexes, Ages and Conditions. So 
that many have obſerved, that ſo great hath the Malice and 
Rage of Papiſts been againſt the Profeſſors of the Golpel, that 
neither Twrks nor Heathens did ever exceed or equal them: 
No Inſtances among them can be given like to the inhumane 
Barbarities, or rather deviliſh Cruelties, of the Spaniſh Inquiſi- 
tian, Which no Man of Bowels is able to read without Horror 
I have neither Time nor Room to give ſo much as Hints 
of the bloody Perfecutions and Popiſh Butcheries of Prote- 


ſtants in Scotland, England, Low Countries, France, Spain, 


Italy, Piedmont, Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, Lithuania, 
Poland and other Places, whereby many Hundred thouſands 
have been murdered, tortured and deſtroyed in the moſt bar- 
barous Manner; for which ſee Clark's Martyrology, Fox, 
I and ſeveral Popiſh Hiſtorians, as well as Prote- 
0 | | 

Yet I cannot altogether paſs that terrible Maſſacre in 1re- 
land, when the Papiſts roſe on the 234 Day of October 164r, 
and murdered in cold Blood about One hundred thouſand 
Proteſtants; the Memory whereof is ftill ſolemnized on that 
— every Year, in all the Churches of Ireland, by Act of 
Parliament; And it was reckoned they maſſacred at leaſt ano- 
ther Hundred thouſand: after the foreſaid Day, before their 
Cruelty ſtopt. The Prieſts were the chief Inſtigators in this 
Maſſacre; for they gave the Sacrament to diverſe Iriſh, upon 
Condition that they ſhould ſpare neither Man, Woman, nor 
Ghild of the Proteſtants; aſſuring them, that it was as lawful 
to kill a Proteſtaut, as to kill a Dog; yea, that it was merito- 
rious to waſh their Hands in their Blood; that the killing of 
Proteſtants was a rare Preſervative againſt the Pains of Pur- 
gatory, and that the Murderers would go ſtraight to Heaven 
when: they died. They, among other of their Cruelties, 
cauſed Women kill their own'Husbands and Children, by 
. their Hands, and thruſting them forward; 
| thus they exuſed Children Kill their Parents, They alſo 
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and bloody Religion. ' 47 
taught their own Children to kill the Children of Proteſtants, 
and to uſe Barbarities upon dead Bodies, & ũ·ũ .. 

Theſe few Inſtances are ſufficient to prove Popery to be 
plainly Antichriſtianiſm, and another Goſpel than that of the 
meek and merciful Jeſus; and that the Character of the 
Whore of Babylon is juſtly applied by Proteſtants to the 
Church of Rome, which we have in Rev. xvii. 6. And I ſaw 
theWoman drunken with the Blood of the Sainte, and with the 
Blood of the Marytrs- of Jeſus. ' A horrid Spectaele ! to ſee a 
Woman take ſo much Delight in Cruelty, as to drink Blood! 
and the Blood of Chriſt's Saints! Therefore the: Apoſtle 
John adds there, And when'I ſaw her, I wondred with great 
Admiration! Why? As if he had ſaid, I had not wondred 
ſo much to ſee Mahometans, or ſee Rome Pagan ſhedding the | 
Blood of Chriſt's Saints; but to ſee the Church of Roma, that 4 
pretends to be the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſhedding 'the Blood: of \F 
fo many Thouſands and Millions of Chriſt's: moſt ſincere —_ 
Friends and Subjects, for no Crime or Cauſe whatſomever 
but merely for owning the Authority of the Lord Jeſus, and 
profeſſing his Truths as he hath left them in his Word; this 
Sight was moſt affecting, and Matter of Amazement to the 
bleſſed Apoſtle ! And it may alſo be moſt amazing to us, that 
the Patience of the righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth 
ſhould bear ſo long with that bloody Whore! But he hath a 
ſet Time for Judgment, e neee en 

Indeed, Proteſtants in Britain, when obſerving the ſmooth 
and civil Behaviour of ſundry Papiſts living among them, 
may be apt to entertain charitable Thoughts of them, that 
they are not inclined to ſuch Cruelty againſt Proteſtants: 
But ſome Popiſh Writers are ſo ingenuous as to tell us, that it is 
want of Power, and not of Good-will, that makes them 
ſpare us. And tho' ſome of that Communion ſeem to abhor 
Cruelty, yet their Religion binds them to bteak through every 
Engagement of Friendſhip, Gratitude, Promiſes or Oaths, 
to deſtroy us, when it is in their Power; as 11 5 by the 
Decrees of ſundry Councils and Popes which I cited before 
Page 10. And theſe Decrees Popiſh Princes and States, an 
all others, are required to obey upon Pain of their Salvation. 
And theſe who do obey are aſſured by the Pope of all theſe 
Indulgences and Privileges which were granted to the Ad- 
venturers for the Recovery of the Holy Land, to wit, to have 

a a full Pardon of all their Sins here, and à greater Meaſure of 
Glory hereafter. So that Papiſts, who believe their own 
Principles, muſt necds be. cruel to Proteſtants, = 
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48 The Pope is Antichrift, proven 
Fourteenth Arg. That Religion which is not inſtituted and 
authorized by Jeſus Chriſt the ſole Head of the Church, but 
deviſed and àppointed by Antichriſt His great Enemy, muſt 
be. another Goſpel, and liable to the Anathema of the Text: 

But Papery is ſuch a Religion; Therefore, c. 
I have ſhewed before, that Chriſt hath left us his . ee 

or Goſpel in his Word, and that we are to look to his Word 
as our only Rule of Faith, Worſhip and Practice in religious 
Matters, and to reject all human Inventions inconſiſtent there» 
N „ 8 | 09 v4 
- T have alſo mentioned the Popiſh Doctgines and Practices 
which Proteſtants reje& as contrary to the Rule. See before, 
b. 4. And theſe have been gradually deviſed and brought in 

y 


the Church and Biſhops of Rome, as is evident from the 
Hiſtories and Writings of ſundry Popiſh as well as Proteſtant 
Authors, who mention the particular Times and, Years when 
theſe Doctrines and Practices were  broached and intro- 
duced. Now, theſe being expreſly contrary to the revealed 
Will of Chriſt, and to his Honour and Glory, cannot be reckon d 
Chriſtianity, but the Reverſe of it, or Antichriſtianiſm, de- 
viſed by Antichriſt, Chriſt's grand Enemy, It. is well known, 
that the Body of ſound Proteſtants hold the Pope and Church 
of Rome to be Antichriſt, or the q * iνονν , mentioned hy 
the Apoſtle John, 1 John ii. 18. and the Man of Sin and Son 
of Perdition, mentioned by the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. 
and the ſeducing Spirits, ſpoken of, 1 Tim. iv. 1. The 
Doctrines and Practices confuted in preceeding Arguments be- 
ing ſo plainly Autichriſtian, we may well conclude the Broach- 
ers and Propagators of them to be Antichriſt, viz. the Pope 
and his Hierarchy. Likewiſe other Scripture-marks of Anti- 
chriſt do well agree to them. _ - 2 . 
In the frff Place, Let us take a View of the Seat of An- 
tichriſt, or the City where he is to reſide and govern. 1. The 
City is called Myſtical Babylon, Rev. xvii. 5. Now, Rome 
may well get that: Name, becauſe of her reſembling old Ba- 
bylon in her Idolatry and oppreſſing the true Church of God. 
Sundry Papiſts hold, that Rome is meant by Babylon in 1 Per, 
VF. 13. and why not alſo in other Texts? 71 5 
2. The City is ſituated upon ſever Hills, Rev. xvii. 9. Now, 
Rome is the only City we read of, that is famed for ſuch a 
Situation; the Names of the Hills being, Palatinus, A ven- 
tinus, Quirinalis, Celius, Veminalis, Eſquilinus, Capitolinus. 
3. It is a City that had ſeven Kings, that is, ſeven Forms 
of Government, before Antichriſt (called the Beaſt) did reign 
in it, Who is thezefore called the Eighth, Five of theſe were 
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fallen 


fallen before John's Time, the ſixth was then in Being, an 
the /eventh was to come; according to Rev. xvii. 10, 11. A 
this agrees exactly to Rome with her ſeven Forms of Govern- 


ment; 1. Kings. 2. Conſuls. 3. Tribunes. 4. Decemviri. 


5. Dictators. 6. Emperors Pagan, then in Being. 7. Em- 
perors Chriſtian, which were to come. And the Beaſt or 
Antichriſtian Monarch makes the Gs 1 v. 11. and there he 
is faid to be of the ſeventh, becauſe of his having a mixed 
Power, made up partly of the Civil Power of the ſeventh 


Head, and partly of an Eccleſiaſtick Power ſuperadded to it. 


And obſerve, it is ſaid of the ſeventh, v. 10. that he was to 
continue a ſhort Space; Why ! the Pope ſoon wreſted Rome 
mg Italy from the Chriſtian Emperor, and uſurped his 
ower. 5 : | 8 
4. The City or great Whore, where Antichriſt reigns, is 
ſaid to fit upon many Waters, and to reign over the Kings of 
the Earth, Rev. xvii. 1, 18. and theſe Waters are expounded, 
v.15. to be Multitudes of People, Nations and Tongues : Which 
agrees well to Rome, that hath many Nations of different 


Languages depending on her Authority; and to the Pope, who 


hath had a mighty Influence upon the Kings of Europe, to 
make War againſt their Neighbours, and to perſecute their 
Subjects at his Pleaſures ; and ſometimes hath cauſed them do 
Penance, reſign their Crowns, and receive them again as a 
Gift from him, exc. 


5. This City is called the great Whore, the Mother of Harlots, 


with whom the Kings of the Earth have committed Fornication, 
and the Inhabitants of the Earth have been made drunk with the 
Wine of her Fornication. See Rev. xvii. 1, L, 5. Theſe Cha- 
racters are moſt applicable to the Church of Rome, becauſe of 
her Apoſtaſy and groſs Idolatry, by which ſhe hath gone a- 
whoring from God, and hath wofully enſnared the Kings and 
Nations of the World into it with her. I ſbewed before, 
p. 39. why Idolatry is called Fornication and Whoredom, 
and is compared to Wine. ; 

6. This is called the Beaſt that hath ten Horns, by which 
are meant ten Kings, which were to receive their Power with 


the Beaſt, and give their Power and Strength 10 her, Sec Rev. 


Xxvii. 12, 13. This ſuits well with Rome; for, in Pope Tes the 
tenth's Time, there were juſt ten Kings ſubmitting, to wit, in 
Germany, France, England, Scotland, Denmark, Poland, 
Spain, Navarre, Hungary, Naples. And tho' theſe Kingdoms 
have ſince undergone many Alterations, yet ſtill the Bounds of 
the Roman Empire keep pretty much about the Number of 
ten Kingdoms or ſovereign States. | ; 
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50 The Pope is Antichriſt, proven 

Theſe Characters being ſo plainly applicable to Rame, many 
Papiſts do grant that Rome is to be the Seat of Antichriſt; but, 
to ſave the Pope, refuſe it to be Rome Papal that is meant, 
but Rome Pagan, or Rome when ſhe falls off from the Pope 
to Paganiſm. And they will have it, that Antichriſt is yet to 
come, and will continue only three Years and an half; and 
that the two Witneſſes; Enoch and Elias, will come from 
Heaven to deſtroy him. | 

But by what is ſaid, and by the Marks following joined 
therewith, it is moſt evident that he is come already, and 
that the Pope who fits at Rome is the very Antichriſt deſcribed 
in the Word of God. | | 

Conſider theſe Things further. 1. The Bible tells us, that 
Antichriſt was to riſe by a great Apoſtaſy or falling away from 
Chriſtianity, which was to come gradually to a great Height, 
2 Theſſ. ii. This Apoſtaſy is called the Myſtery of Iniquity, v. J. 
that began to work in the Apoſtles Days, to wit, by the An- 
tichriſtian Ambition, like that of Diotrephes, then working 
under Ground, and which at length made way for Antichriſt's 
open Appearance. | . 

2. The great Let, which withheld Antichriſt's coming in 
the Apoſtles Time, is now taken out of the way, 2 Theſſ. ii. 6, 7. 
That Let was the Heathen Empire or Roman Emperor, and 
ſo the primitive Chriſtians underſtood it; which made ſundry 
of the Antients with for the Continnance of the Roman 
Empire, becauſe of the Terror they were under of that 
GREAT ADVERSARY his appearing upon the De- 
ſtruction thereof. | 

3. That the Pope is Antichriſt, appears from 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 
where he is ſaid t fit as God in the Temple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf that he is God, Now, as God reſided in the Temple 
of Jeruſalem, and was worthipped there; ſo the Pope fits in 
the Church at Rome, uſurping God's Prerogatives, Titles and 
Honours, as I ſhewed before, p. 27. And the Papiſts aſcribe 
Divine Power to him, to forgive Sin, diſpenſe with God's 
Laws, make Duty to be Sin, and Sin to be Duty; to open 
and ſhut Heaven and Hell at his Pleaſure. 

4. He is ſaid, 2 The. ii. 4. to exalt himſelf above all that 
is called God, or is worſhipped, This the Pope doth ſundry ways; 
1. He exalts himſelf above the God of Heaven, by _—s 
his Commands, hallowing the very Stews, and many groſs 
Acts of Impicty, and demanding ſtricter Obedience to his 
own Laws than to God's Laws: And by pretending to do 
Things which Ozunipotence cannot do, ſuch as Things ſinful, 
or Things which imply Contradiction. He can make God 4 


MO gp by many Scripture-marks. - © 
a Piece of Bread, a whole Chriſt of a thin Wafer, a Body 


without Quantity, Extenſion, Weight or Colour; the ſame 
ſmall Body to be in Millions of Places, in Heaven and Earth, 
at the fame Moment of Time.——2. The Pope exalts him- 
| ſelf above Magiſtrates who are called gods, by treading on 
the Necks of Emperors, kicking off the Crowns of Kings, 
depoſing them, looſing their Subjects from their Allegiance, 
diſpoſing of their Dominions and Lives, exempting his Eccle- 
ſiaſticks from their Juriſdiction even in temporal Cauſes, con- 


trary to God's Command, Rom. xiii. 1. And he hath his 


Janiſaries, the Jeſuits, ſtill going through the World, promo- 
ting Plots and Conſpiracies againſt Proteſtant Kings and King- 


doms. By which ungodly Practices, he hath filled the World 


with Blood and Confufion, with long and cruel Wars, and 
with the ſecret Murder of Princes and others. | 

F. There is another Prophecy, that agrees with that before- 
mentioned, of a great Apoſtaſy under the Goſpel, which is 
moſt applicable to the Pope and his Church, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
when Men ſhall receive the Doctrine of Demons, that is, Do- 
cteines which teach the Worſhip of Saints and Angels, in 
Imitation of the Demon Morſhip of the Heathens, that is, a 
middle Sort of Deities between the Supreme God and mortal 
Men, whoſe Office it is to be Agents or Mediators between 
the Gods above, and Men below. Speaking Lies in Hypocriſy, 
that is, promoting their Errors by Lies and Forgeries, fabulous 


Legends and lying Miracles; profeſſing Honour to Chriſt, 


while they undermine his Prieſthood, diſparage his Sacrifice, 
and corrupt his Ordinances. They forbid Marriage to ſome, 
and encourage Nuns Vows; which leads to manifold Miſ- 
chiefs, Lewdneſs and Villany; and all this contrary to the 
Mind of the Spirit of God, Heb. xiii. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 5. I Tim. 
iii. 7. 1 Cor. vii. 2. They command Abſtinence from certain 
Meats, as from Fleſh on certain Days, without any Warrant 
from God, who on the contrary has freed Chriſtians from 
ſuch Vokes under the GoſpeL 
6. The Whore is ſaid to be arayed in Scarlet, Rev. xvii. 4. 
Which is literally true of the Pope and his Cardinals, who 
wear Hats, Robes, Stockings and Shoes of Scarlet Colour, 
and will not change their Livery, tho' they know how we 

apply this Text, | $7 | | 
7. Their Merchandize is Gold, Silver, Slaves, and Souls 
of Men, Rev. xviii. 12, 13. So the Pope and his Clergy trade, 
by enſlaving Men, redeeming Souls out of Purgatory for 
Money, opening Heaven by 3 for Gold and Silver; 
. ſo 
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572 The Pope is Antichriſt, proven. 
ſo that none go to Hell but the Poor who want Money, or 
theſe who are not willing to part with it. TG 

8. The Whore is faid to make the Nations drunk with her 
Wine, Rev. xvii. 2, So the Pope and his Clergy do ſo intoxicate 
Peoples Minds with their ſuperſtitions Doctrines and Worſhip, 
that let them be guilty of never ſo many Errors and Blaſphe- 
mies, or impoſe on them what they will, they believe they 
cannot err; and they are ready to kill and murder all who 
ſay the contrary, | e 
9. The Whore is faid to be drunk with the Blood of 
Chriſt's Martyrs, Rev. xvii. 6. This is true of the Pope and 
his Church with a Witneſs, as I ſhewed before, p. 45, c. 

What I have advanced amounts to a plain Demonſtration, 
that Popery is another Goſpel, and the Religion of Antichriſt, 
and therefore to be abhorred. l as ti 
I ſhall touch at a common Objection of Papiſts againſt the 

Religion of Proteſtants, from its Novelty. Where was your 
Religion (ſay they) before Luther aroſe, Anno 1517? Anſ. Our 
Religion and Doctrines were there, where theirs never was, 
to wit, in the Bible. And they were alſo with the univer- 
fal Chriſtian Church for Five or Six hundred Years after 
Chriſt's Aſcenfion, during all which Time the Popiſh Do- 
Etrines were not heard of. And, even in the moſt dark and 
corrupt Ages, Chriſt had his faithful Witneſfes, long before 
Luther, to maintain theſe very Truths we profeſs ; ſuch as the 
Waldenſes, Albigenſes, the Wicklefites, Huſſites, and many others. 
hut let us in our Turn ask the Papiſts, Where was ual 
Religion for the firſt Six hundred Years after Chriſt ? Let th 
ſhew, if they can, where all that Time was the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation: Where was the Pope's Supremacy or Infal- 
libility z Where Image-worſhip, Praying in an unknown Tongue, 
Communion in one Kind? Where was Purgatory ? Works of 
Supererogation, giving Diſpenſations or Pardons, ſelling Indul- 
gences? and many ſuch Things. They were not then con- 
ceived, nor come forth of Antichriſts Womb. Chriſt's 
Church in theſe. more early Ages knew them not. No; 
theſe Things are all Romiſp Corruptions, and Popiſh Innova- 
tions, brought. in to the Church fince thoſe Times. So that 
the Character of Novelty doth properly belong to their Re- 
ligion, not to ours. We have true Antiquity on our Side, 
the antient Records of the Scriptures, and the antient Practice 
of the Apoſtolick and Primitive Church, which they have 
no Chim to, May the Lord bleſs his own Word! Amen. 
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| 7 be -Novelty of  Popery. 
On Gal. 1. 8. 8 


But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach” 
any other Goſpel, &c. e 


I N the preceeding Sermons I have demonſtrated that Popery 
is another Goſpel than Chriſt's ; that the Abſurdities of it are 
ſo ſhocking in their Nature, fo contrary to ſound Reaſon, to 

the Light of Nature, as well as to the Light of Scriptures, 

that it is amazing to think how any thinking Man, that hath 
lived under Goſpel-light, can have any favourable Notion of 

N — I ſay, of ſuch a late-invented Religion as 
opery ! | | | ; | | 
A Religion (to ſum up what I have ſaid of it in few Words} 

that makes many new Articles of Faith and Practice, both 

without Foundation in Scripture, and expreſly contrary to 

Scripture ? | „ 55 
A Religion that preſcribes new Terms of Salvation, new 

Conditions of Remiſſion of Sin which Chriſt doth not 

require, as Confeſſion in the Prieft's Ear, owning the Pope, 

the Church of Rome, Ke. | 3 
A Religion that makes the Way to Heaven broader than 

Chriſt makes it, that requires no other Faith to juſtify Men 

than may be found in Devils, to wit, an Aſſent to the Truth 

of what God hath revealed: That requires Attrition for 

Contrition, the Opus operatum, or mere Formality in Devotion, 

as ſufficient, in Penance, in Prayers and partaking of Sa- 

craments: That requires idle Devices of Mens contriving, 
yea, many childiſh and fantaſtical Ceremonies in Divine Ser- 
vice, inſtead © of the ſpiritual Worſhip of the inviſible God: 

As if God looked more to outward Actions than to inward 

Affections; or as if he regarded the Tongue and Hands more 
than the Heart ! | 3 E 

A Religion that corrupts Mens Morals, and opetis the Hoor 

to Sin and Wickedneſs, by allowing Diſpenſations, Indul- 

gences and Pardons, buying and ſelling of Sins, and Souls, 
for Money or ſome outward Penance; ſo that none who have 

Money (however flagitious) nee go to Hell, or ſtay Tong 

in Purgatory A Religion that allows Perjury, the break- 

ing the moſt folemn Leagues and Oaths, Murder, * 

F * | | moſt 
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54 The manifold groſs Abſurdities 

TSoftwicked Means for promoting the Intereſt of their Church: 
That allows juggling Equivocations, and reſerved Senſes, 
in taking Oaths which ſhould end Controverſies : ----That to- 
lerates open Bawdy-houſes, and prefers Fornication in many 
to honourable Matrimony ; ---- That gently excuſes groſs 
Breaches of God's Law with the Name of Venials, and dares _ 
to affirm that venial Sins are no Hindrance to our Perfection! 

A Religion ſo. uncharitable, as to deny Salvation to all them 
that are out of their Church; and yet ſo cruel, as to refuſe 
the true Means of Salvation to thoſe that are in it, ſuch as 
reading the Scriptures, performing of publick Worſhip, Pray- 
ers and Praiſes in a known Language! | 

A Religion that reproaches the true Scriptures of God with 
Obſcurity, Imperfection, and Inſufficiency to Salvation with- 
out their Traditions: That makes more canonical Scrip- 
tures than ever God made, or the antient Church 465 lk - 
and thunders out Curſes againſt theſe who will not add them 
to God's Book, without regarding God's awful Threatning, 
If any Man ſhall add unto theſe Things, God ſhall add unte 
bim the Plagues that are written in this Book! 

A Religion that exalts a poor ſinful Man above the holy 
Scriptures, and makes him the infallible Interpreter of them 
and Judge of Controverſies: That gives him abſolute Power 
to gloſs and controul the Scriptures as he pleaſes; to diſpenſe 
with Gods Laws, to make new Laws of his own, and new 
Articles of Faith binding the Conſcience, and to impoſe them 
upon Men upon Pain of Salvation : 'That gives him Power 
alſo to make Sin, diſpenſe with Sin, forgive Sin, remit Pu- 
niſhment, diſpenſe with Duty. to God, and Duty. to Man, 
open and ſhut Heaven and Hell at his Pleaſure ! | 

A Religion that errs damnably in the fundamental Do- 
ctrine of Juſtification : That overturns the Doctrine of free 
Grace and Sufficiency of Chriſt's Merits, and maintains that 
there is Worth and Merit in Mens polluted Doings for pro- 
curing Pardon and Salvation from God; and ſo will have 
Men ſtill to be ſaved by a Covenant of Works, when God 
- aſſures us it muſt only be by a Covenant of Grace, and that 
no Man's Works can juſtify him before a holy God! 

A Religion that audaciouſly contradicts the plaineſt Laws 
and Commands of the great God of Heaven and Earth; 
That requires Men to bow down to a graven Image, when 
God faith, You ſhall not: That requires Men to worſhip 
and pray to diverſe Creatures, when God faith, Thou 
Foto wat the Lord thy God only : --—--— That requires 
Men to uſe many Mediators, when God faith, There 
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of Popery ſummed up- T5 
is but one Mediator betwixt God and Men, the Man Chrift 
- Jeſus :-----That forbids Men to read the Scriptures, when 
God commands them to do it: - That forbids Men to pray 
in a known Tongue, when God requires them to do it 
That forbids Men to drink of the ſacramental Cup, when 
God commands them to drink it: That prohibites certain 
Men to marry, when God declares Marriage honourable in 
all ; ---- That forbids them to be ſubject to the higher Powers, 
when God requires every Soul to be ſubjeFt to them! 1 
A Religion that juſtifies and encourages Idolatry, whe 
God declares it to be an Abomination to him, and a damna- 
ble Sin! g 
A Religion which makes Nature vainly proud, in making 
her Copartner with Chriſt in our Salvation, and giving Place 
for Boaſting in the Creature, and Glorying in human Works 
and Merits; when God's Deſign is to exclude all ſuch Boaſt- 
ing, that all our Glorying may be in God thro” Jeſus Chriſt f 
A Religion that puffs up a Man with a vain Conceit of Per- 
feRion here, and of his Ability to do even more than God 
requires, and ſo to merit Salyation for others as well as for 
himſelf! | 
A Religion that miſerably corrupts the Two Sacraments of 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, and adds to them Five of their own 
That ſends poor Infants to Hell, for want of that which they ; 
could not live to deſire! | 1 | 
* = A Religion that turns the Sacrament, which Chriſt appoin- 'Y 
ted for Commemoration, into a Sacrifice for Propitiation : - ' 
That ovetturns the human Nature of Chriſt, by giving it Ten | 
thouſand Places at once, and properly no Place; making it 5 
a Subſtance without Quantity, a Body without Extenſion, 
Weight or Colour, which can neither be felt nor ſeen ! 

A Religion that overturns the Teſtimony of the Senſes with 
reſpe& to Things which are the proper Objects of Senſe, and 
thereby ſhakes the convincing Arguments brought from Chriſt's 
Reſurrection and Miracles for the Chriſtian Religion, and 
likewiſe every Proof brought from a Scripture-text for any 

| Divine Truth; which even would deſtroy Chriſtianity itſelf, 
and Tranſubſtantiation with it! | = 5 

A Religion that racks the Conſciences of Men, and robs 

Chriſtians of all ſound Comfort; while it teacheth, that the 
Aſſurance of the Pardon of our Sins is not attainable here; 

that the Vertue of the Prieſt's Abſolution depends upon the 

Fulneſs of the Penitent's Confeſſion ; that we cannot be cer- 

tain if we receive the true Sacraments of God, ſeeing we 
cannot know the Intention of the Minifigr, without which 
they are no Sacraments ! N | A 


56 The groſs Abſurdities of Popery. 
A Religion that preſumes to mangle Chriſt's aft Inſtitution 
and Legacy to his Church, and rob his People of the one 
Half of that heavenly Proviſion that their loving Redeemer 
hath appointed for their Refreſhment and Comfort! j 
A Religion that teacheth Men to put Confidence in Cruci- 
foxes, Images, Beads, Roſes, Agnus Det's, hallowed Bells and 
Swords, Spells of the Goſpel and ſuch Bables, and to aſcribe 
1 to them, as much as to Chriſt and his precious 
ood!. ELIT J 
A * that allows the greateſt Abſurdities and the moſt 
horrible Blaſphemies that can be uttered; ſuch as giving God's 
Titles and Prerogatives to ſinful Men, as the Popes of Rome; 
iving Power to Men to make the infinite God of a Piece of 
read, and Power to a Creature to command the great 
Jehovah, exc. ne ER | 
A Religion that breathes forth nothing but Cruelty, Blood 
.and Slaughter againſt all theſe who cannot fall in with. its 
monſtrous Abſurdities and Blaſphemies ! - Sn 
A Religion that depends upon the Infallibility of a Man at 
Rome, that, be his perſonal Errors or Immoralities never fo 
groſs or ſcandalous, yet in his Pontifical Chair and Deciſions 
be cannot err. Oh! a miſerable Foundation of Popiſh Faith! 
And yet they have no better for it! How aſtoniſhing is it to 
— ſo many Nations venturing their Salvation upon ſuch 2 
ottom ! 8 


* 


I ſhall now conclude theſe Diſcourſes againſt Popery with 
ſome Advices, which, thro' the Divine Bleſſing, may be fur- 
ther uſeful as Preſervatives againſt it. | (TE? 

I. Keep up a thankful Senſe. of the Lord's diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs to you in- this Land, in-making the Light of Re- 
formation to ſhine theſe Two hundred Years paſt, for diſ- 
covering the Deluſions of Popery, and ſaving you from them. 
Unthankfulneſs to God for Mercies is a Sin that provokes 
God, to deprive an unworthy People of them. Therefore 
be thankful to God, that you were born in a Land of Goſpel- 
light, and not of Popth Darkneſs. Bleſs God, that you 
were not educate and taught to worſhip Images, to pray to 
Saints, to tell your Beads, to believe as the Church believes, 
that is, to give implicite Faith and blind Obedience to the 
Church of Rome, and to be content to know no more of the 
Bible than their Prieſts tell yon. Bleſs God, that you have 
God's Worſhip in a known Tongue, Bibles in you own Lan- 
age; that you are not obliged to hide them, but have Li- 


erty to uſe them, under the Protection of Proteſtant 8 
| | an 


( 


* EN l _— 8 ; 


Preſervatives againſt Poferꝛ. y 
and Magiſtrates; and that you are not under the Power of 
Papiſts, who would take your Bodies and Bibles and burn 
them together, as was ſometimes the Caſe in this Land, and 
is ſo at preſent in other Lands. And might Papiſts, and theſe 
who have riſen up in Arms to join them, have their Will, 
God knows how ſoon you might be in the ſame Caſe again. 

O how thankful were the Iſraelites for the Light they had 
in Goſhen, when all Egypt around them was vailed with Dark 
neſs !: Surely your Light is far preferable to theirs! (I mean, 
OUTS the holy Bible you are privileged with.) Your 
Light diſcovers to you who is the only Object of Worſhip, 
in whoſe. Name, and by whoſe Mediation you are to wor- 
ſhip him, and whoſe 755 it is chat can juſtify you. 
You have true Bible-worthip and Ordinances, Sacraments and 
Sermons diſpenſed with Phinneſs and Power, which Popiſh 
Nations have not. And what a Mercy is it to have pure 
Bible- religion in the Land, without the unhallowed Mixtures 
of Antichriſt! O then thank God for our glorious Refor- 
mation from Popery, and for raiſing up and ſpiriting our bleſ- 
ſed Reformers to venture their All to bring clear Goſpel- light 
unto you. And give him Thanks for raiſing up that renown- 
ed Hero King William, in 1688, to diſpel Popiſn Darkneſs, 
when likely to have overſpread theſe Lands of new; and to 
bleſs us with a more firm Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, than ever heretofore, by ſettling the Succeſſion to the 


, Crown in the Proteſtant Line in the illuftrious Houſe now in 


- Poſſeſſion of it. Let us then ſhew our Gratitude” to God, 
by doing all we can for preſerving -this Settlement, and for 
maintaining our rightful Sovereign KING GEORGE, and 
his Royal Iſſue, in the Enjoyment. of the Crown entailed 
upon him by the free Choice of theſe three Nations, againſt 
alltheſe who are now combined againſt him; eſpecially fee- 
ing we are ſolemnly engaged and ſworn to cleave to this Royul 
1 and under its Shadow we have long enjoyed the in- 
valuable Bleſſings of pure Religion, precious Liberty, and e- 
cellent Laws, without any Infringement upon them: And it 
is Viſibly our Intereſt ſo to do, feeing the Preſervation of tlie 
Entail in this Royal Family is the only probable Means, un- 
der God, for ſupporting the Eſtabliſhment' of our Religion, 
Laws and Liberties, againſt Popery, Tyranny and Slavery. 
Let no Proteſtant then ſuffer himſelf to be uaded inte 2 


Coolneſs for à Proteſtant Cauſe and Government, by tlie 


artful Speeches and Flatteries of Papiſts, who are irreconcile- 
able Enemies both to our holy Religion and happy Confti- 
eutrons Er e 2 eee * TG na 244 
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II. If you would be kept from Seduction into Popiſh Er- 
rors, make the Scriptures of Truth your Study; for theſe 
are your beſt Defence againſt Popery. I is the Bible, the 
Holy Bible, that is the Religion of Proteſtants; and a noble 
Foundation it is for our moſt holy Faith. Then read it care- 
fully; and, tho' the Pope forbids you to do it, no Mattey, 
ſeeing Chriſt bids you ſearch the Scriptures, John v. 30. Why? 
they are the Rule of your Faith, the Charter of your Privi- 
leges, the Treaſure of your Comforts, and Ground of your 
eternal Hopes.----No wonder tho' Papiſts be againſt. the Scrip- 
tures; for the Scriptures are plainly againſt them, as I have 
evidently ſhewed.-—- As the Bible knows them not, ſo Anti- 
quity is ignorant of them, and Reaſon alſo renounces them. 
And, ſeeing it is ſo, their beſt Arguments for their abſurd 
Doctrines and ridiculous Worthip are Tyranny and Cruelty, 
Swords and Stakes, Murders and Maſlacres, and the Terror 
of Burning and Torture. But, my Friends, let Scripture- 
truth be your Shield and Buckler againſt ſuch Arguments, and 
then you need not be afraid of the Romiſh Peſtilence that 
walks in Darkneſs, nor of her barbarous Deſtruction that 
zwaſtes at Noon-day. God himſelf will be your Sanctuary, and 
the Coyert of Blood your Safeguard. It is well known, 
that Scripture-weapons ſtab Popery to the Heart: Seek Skill 
then from the holy Spirit, that framed them, how to manage 
them; and particularly feek to be well inſtructed from the Word 
In the great fundamental Article of Juſtification by imputed 
_ Righteouſneſs, and the Vanity and Sinfulneſs of truſting to hu- 
man Works and Merits. Theſe who learn Chriſt, and Sal- 
vation by free Grace, from the Scriptures, will not be ſedu- 
ced from the Truth by the Devices of Papiſts: Wherefore 
ſtill keep in Mind to tell Seducers, To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to this Word, it is becauſe 
there is no Light in them, Ia. viii. 20, boy: 
III. Labour to maintain and keep up the Zeal of your 
. worthy Anceſtors againſt Popery, and whatever leads to it. 
Remember what Zeal they manifeſted againſt it at our Refor- 
mation, how our Nob:lity, Gentry, Miniſters, Citizens, Com- 
mons, and Perſons of all Ranks, entred into Aſſociations and 
ſolemn Covenants to withſtand the Errors and Delufions of 
Popery; and many ventured upon great Sufferings and cruel 
Deaths before they would embrace them. And, when they 
dreaded the returning of them at the Spaniſh Armada in 1588, 
there was great Faſting, Prayer and Humiliation over all the 
Land, beſides all neceſſary outward Preparations to defend 
themſelves and their Religion againſt Popith Invaders. 5 
{ g 8 | | OW 


againſt Popery. . 59 
Hoy great was the Zeal of the Biſhops in Ireland in the 
Reign of K. Charles I. when a legal Toleration of Popery in 
that Kingdom was propoſed? The Proteſtant Biſhops there 
met, and ſigned a Proteſtation againſt it, November 26. 1626, 
in which are theſe Words; * The Religion of Papiſts is ſu- 
« perſtitious and idolatrous, and their Church Apoſtatical: 
«© To give them therefore a Toleration is a grievous Sin, be- 
«© cauſe it makes ourſelves acceſſory to all the Abominations 
« of Popery, and to the Perdition of thoſe Souls that periſh 
«© thereby.-----We therefore beſeech the God of Truth to 
© make thoſe. who are in Authority zealous for God's Glory, 
, and reſolute againſt all Popery, Superſtition and Idolatry.”: 
—— This Proteſtation was figned by Archbiſhop Uſher and 
2 io his Brethren. Neal's Hiſt. of the Puritans, Vol, 
« P. 1 5. PA | | ; 5 ; 
Great alſo was the Zeal of our Fathers againſt Popery at 
our happy Revolution 1688, when both the Repreſentatives of 
England and Scotland fell heartily in with the Prince of Orange's 
Expedition to relieve us from it, in Oppoſition to a Popiſh 
King with a great Army then reigning. What Pity is it then 
that our Zeal ſhould cool thro Length of Time! that Scot- 
land, once ſo zealous, ſhould be ſaid to favour a Popiſh Cauſe 
or Intereſt! when it is certain that Popery continues to be the 
fame idolatrous, blaſphemous, bloody and damnable Thing 
it was in our Fathers Days! O let us abhor Popery (as they 
did) as it is another Goſpel, contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and ſubverſive of it; in regard it perverts Chriſtianity, and 
makes ſuch corrupt Additions to it, that are deſtructive both 
of its Doctrine and Morals. Wherefore, however Papiſts 
diſguiſe their abominable Errors and Practices, let us be reſol- 
ved, like our Fathers, ſtedfaſtly to maintain that Antichrist 
is not Chriſt, Popery is not Chriſtianity, Superſtition and Ido- 
latry is not Goſpel-worſhip, the Maſs is not the Lord's Supper, 
Prayer in an uuknown Tongue is not our reaſonable Service, Per- 
ſecution with Fire and Sword is none of the Means of Grace, 
Killing Saints is not doing God Service, Popiſh Cruelty is not 
Goſpel-charity. To be well fixed in theſe Points will increaſe 
our Zeal againſt Popery, and help to recover our Fame in 
the Proteſtant World.  —: 5 | . 
When Papiſts magnify the Church of Rome as Chriſt's only 
Church, let us think, How can ſhe be a Church of Chriſt, 
that perſecutes his Diſciples to Death, for obeying their Sa- 
viour, and cleaving to that Doctrine and Worſhip he hath 
taught them in his Word? How can the be a Church of 
Chriſt, that teacheth Doctrines and Practices, whereby his 
5 | TS glorious 
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glorious Name is highly diſhonoured and blaſphemed. ; thar 
exalts a poor ſinful Man unto the Titles, Dignities, -and in- 
communicable Excellencies of the Eternal God? How can 
ſhe-bea Church of Chriſt, that robs him of the Glory of our 
Salvation, and aſcribes it to themſelves, by their Doctrine 
of Merit; that practiſes groſs Idolatry, the abominable Thing 
which he hates; that gives Encouragement to Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, by human Pardons, Indulgences, Diſpenſations, exc. 
that teaches the Neceſlity of feeding on Man's Fleſh, and 
drinking of Man's Blood, in a corporal Manner; which bar-' 
barous Practice of Canibals has been always accounted con- 
trary to the Rules of Piety and Humanity? I ſhall not again 
inſiſt upon the monſtrous Abſurdities of this Doctrine of 
theirs, - which I ſhewed to be contrary to Reaſon, Senſe and 
the Nature of a Body, as well as to Scripture; but only ob- 
ſerve, That a Man muſt offer plain Violence to his Reaſon 
and Senſes, before he become a Papiſt ; he muſt believe and 
_ practiſe many Things unreaſonable, as well as unſcriptural. 
How irrational is it to pray to the Dead who cannot hear 
us, or pray for the Dead who cannot be benefited by us, 
their Sentence being irrevocable ? Let all theſe Conſiderations 
my dear Friends, ſerve to quicken and maintain your Zea 
againſt Popery, in Imitation of your pious Fathers, and re- 
nowned Anceſtors, now with God. O never deſert the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe, as, alas, many now are doing. ; 
IV. To maintain your Abhotrence of the Romiſh Religi- 
on, it is proper to bear in Mind the Treachery and Perfidiouſ- 
neſs of it. It even teaches the Profeſſors of it to be per- 
fidious in their Dealings both with God and Man. The Pope 
gives Diſpenſations to Papiſts to promiſe any Thing to Pro- 
teſtants for deceiving them, providing that in their Hearts they 
tand well- affected to Popery. It is a Maxim allowed by ſeve- 
ral Popes and Councils, as I ſhewed before, That no Faith 
is to be kept with Hereticks. And tho' ſome Popiſh Princes 
may be inclined to keep their Faith, yet their Religion 
obliges them to break the moſt ſolemn Leagues and Oaths 
in order to deſtroy Hereticks, when it is in their Power; an 
leaves no Hope of Salvation to theſe who refuſe to do it, 
when the Pope requires them. — Upon which Account, 
Proteſtant Subjects can nowiſe truſt the Promiſes, written 
Declarations, or Oaths of Popiſh Princes, for ſecuring their 
Religion or any Thing that is valuable; of which we have 
many Proofs, as in the Conduct of Q. Mary of England 
to the Men of Suffolk, Q. Mary of Scotland to her Subjects, 
K. James VII. to his Subjects, the Promiſes. of the 1 
22 | | King 
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King to his Proteſtant. Subjects, which ended in a Maſſacre 
of them. — Pope Matin V. in his Letter to Alexander. | 
Duke of Lithuania, hath theſe Words, Know that thou ſinneſt | 
mortally, if thou keep thy Oaths with Hereticks : Which ſhews 
us that Papiſts muſt break their Oaths, under Pain of Dam- 
nation. Yea, they make the breaking of Oaths and Leagues 

not only lawful, but a Virtue and neceſſary Duty, where 
the Intereſt of- their Church is concerned. Upon theſe 
and the like Conſiderations, the Wiſdom of the Britiſh Nations 
has found the Inconſiſtency of a Popiſh Head to a Proteſtant 
Body; and for the Safety of their Religion, Laws and Liber- 
ties, they have made it a fundamental Law, That zo * 
is capable of ſucceeding to the Imperial Cron of theſe Realms. 
This Law being moſt juſt and equals it muſt ſurely be laudable 
in theſe Nations to uſe the moſt. proper Means to maintain it 
againſt all the ſubtile Plots and open Violence of Rome and 
her Abettors. 33 33 4s „ ö 
5 V. That you may deteſt Popery the more, keep up the | 

'F Impreſſions of the Barbarity and Cruelty of theſe who pro- | 
feſs it towards Proteſtants and theſe who differ from them. 
Never did Turks or Pagans exerciſe ſuch mercileſs Fury againſt 
Chriſtians as Papiſts have done. Long hath the Mother of 

Harlots been drunk with the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs 
of Jeſus, and loud hath the Cry of it been againſt her, ſo 
that the heavy Load of this Blood will fink her at laſt as a 

= = Milſtone into the Sea, Rev. xviii. 21. have, in the pre- 
ceeding Sermon, ſpoke ſomething of her bloody Cruelty; 
but, my Friends, you can have no right-Notion of it, unleſs 
you read the Hiſtories of the French and Bohemian Perſecuti- 
ons, and that of the Spaniſh Inquiſition, and ſuch Books as 
Clark's Martyrology, which I would think no Chriſtian Hęart 
is able to do without Abundance of Tears. Oh, the Spirit 

of Popery is not like the Spirit of the Goſpel; it is a Reli- 

gion that vents Cruelty, teacheth Cruelty, and . breathes it 
everywhere. Their Pneſts have taught, that it is no more 

Sin to kill a Heretick, than to kill a Dog; that it is not onl 

lawful, but virtuous and heroick, for private Perſons to kill 

Proteſtant Princes. — It is not enough that they-raiſe Wars 

againſt Proteſtants, and kill them in Battle; but they juſtify 

the murdering of them in cold Blood, or in their Beds. Not 

content with doing ſo in ſingle Inſtances, they chooſe to 

maſlacre them by Thouſands and Ten thouſands in a Night, 


or a Hundred thouſand. in one Day.— And, tho good 
Nature and amiable Qualities appear about ſome Papiſts, theſe 
Hfow not from their Religion, but from the Sweetneſs of their 


natural 
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natural Diſpoſition. But one Thing is, certain, that good Na- 
ture, Relation, Friendſhip, Gratitude,” and every Engagement, 
muſt give Way to the Intereſt of their Church, and their do- 
ing God Service: Yea, Excommunication and Cruelty would 
be executed againft the-Merciful of that Communion, if they 
did not fall in with che cruel Meaſures concerted againſt Pro- 
teſtants..— Some may ſay, That Papiſts have now changed 
their Temper, and dropt their old perſecuting Spirit. But no 
Credit is due to ſuch Suggeſtions; for the cruel Spirit and 
bloody Principles of Papiſts are juſt the fame as ever: Wit- 
neſs the continuing Cruelties of the Inquiſition, their late Bar- 
barities to the French Proteſtants, to the poor Palatines, the 
Saltzburgers, and many others. Nay, how can it be ſu 
poſed that Papiſts will amend of their Cruelty? For, whilſt 
their Doctrine of Infallibility is believed, the whole Principles, 
Decrees and Canons of Councils and Popes muſt be main- 
tained as Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt; and this among the 
reſt, That it is juſt, yea meritorious, to cut off theſe who 
reject them. 8 

VI. Abhor the Idolatry of Rome, as I exhorted before, p. 30. 
Tdolatry is a Sin moſt odious and abominable in the Sight 
of God, as it is moſt dangerous and damnable to the Souls 
of Men. Remember how ſeverely the Jews ſuffered for it, 
tho” their Diſpenſation was far from being fo ſpiritual as yours. 
With what Contempt-doth God fpeak of Idols, calling them 
Abaminations ? as the Abomination of the Ammonites, of the 
Zidonians, the Moabites, &c. And we may juſtly ſpeak in 
the ſame Stile of the Abominations of the Papiſts, their Ido- 
latry being as deteſtable as either that of the Jews or Heathen: 


was. . ; 
VII. Keep up your Abhorrence of their proud, ſelf-cxalt- 
ing Doctrine of Merit; a moſt damnable Doctrine! Why? 
It draws you back to the Covenant of Works; a Covenant 
that curſes: and condemns you inſtead of faving you, ſeeing 
it is evident om all do fin and come hore of the Glory of God, 
— Nay, tho' you did not come ſhort of your Duty, but 
even came fully up to it, you do but what you was bound 
to do, and ſo can merit nothing by it. Can a Man merit 
from you, or are you bound to give him an Eſtate, becauſe 
he paid you a juft Debt? Alas,' then, what can you merit 
by your Performances, tho' they were vaftly better than they 
are ! Nay, O Man, tho' you could live without Sin (which 
is impoſſible) and ſpend all your Time and Strength in religious 
Duties, would that ſatisfy for the Breach of the firſt Cove- 
nant, or merit Heaven? Tho you ſhould give all your Eſtate 
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to che Poor, water your Couch each Night with pow Tears, 
and faſt your Body into a Skeleton, yea, live like # holy 
Angel in Heaven, the beſt Epitaph you ſhould deſire to have 
on your Tomb is, Here lies an unprofitable Servant; for, ſee- 
ing-you do but your Duty, you can 3 to merit nothing 
from God. Hence it is that God tells us, that what he gives 
us is all a free Gift through Jeſus Chriſt, It is Chriſt only that 
merits, not we; and it is upon Chriſt's: infinite Merits alone, 
that we muſt reſt our ſinful Souls. Holineſs indeed is the 
Way to Heaven, but it is Chriſt that muſt enter us and lead 
us in this Way, and bring us happily to the End of it. 
Oh, what are we, but finful and unprofitable in ourſelves, 
yet Objects of Mercy in Chriſt! As the worſt of our Sins 
are pardonable by Chriſt, ſo even the beſt of our Duties are 
_ damnable without Chriſt. Let the holieſt Man then walk 
humbly all his Days, abhorring himſelf for ſinful Defects, and 
be always willing to be beholden to Chriſt for all: This is 
the fafe Way. eee OE US. 
VIII. If you would preſerve the Gofpel and Proteſtant 
Religion in the Land, ſtudy to live holy Lives anſwerable to 
the Rules of the Goſpel. — Would you have the Truth pre- 
ſerved with you, and you preſerved in the Truth, then you 
muſt love and practiſe the Truth, and hate all Sin and Un- 
godlineſs oppoſite thereto. What ſignifies the Profeſſion of 
Proteſtantiſm, and the Enjoyment of pure Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip, if theſe produce no Change of Heart or Life, which is 
the End of all Religion ?---- What fignifies your reforming 
from the Errors, Idolatries and Superſtitions of Rome, if you 
do not reform from the Worldlineſs, Wickedneſs and Profa- 
nity that reign in the World? For what is the Deſign of the 
Goſpel or the Doctrine of Grace, which the Reformation 
brings you, but to teach you to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly a godly in this 
preſent World; looking for the bleſſed Hope, and glorious Appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. ii. 12, 
13. Now, if this End be not anſwered, the Deſign of our 
Reformation from Popery is not obtained. The Deſign of 
it was to reform your Lives as well as your Heads, your 
Practices as well as your Principles. A drunken Proteſtant, 
a whoring, a ſwearing Proteſtant, an impenitent, unbelieving 
or worldly Proteſtant, ſhall not be ſaved from God's Wrath 
more than an idolatrous Papiſt.— Tho you do not bow to 
Images and Popiſh Idols, yet you are liable to Wrath, if 
make an Idol of your Money, or love the World too much. 
Tho' you profeſs to own Chriſt as the only King and 9 
5 0 
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of his Church, and renounce the Pope as Head of it; yet if 


* do not believe on Chriſt, chooſe him for — King and 


ead, and. love him above all, you are ſtill within the Flood- 
mark of God's Wrath. Do not think that the Name or Pro- 
feſſion of Proteſtants will ſave you, or that God will preſerve 
the Goſpel with you, if your Lives be not ſuch.as become 


the Goſpel. Alas, that ſome Proteſtant Nations ſhould be ſo 
like to Popiſh Nations in their Language and Practices! Oh, 


carſing, damning and ſwearing Proteſtants, will no more 
eſcape Wrath than blaſphemous idolatrous Papiſts. 


IX. Guard againſt the Snares and Stratagems of thoſe who 


are Agents and Factors for Rome, and theſe who under ſundry 
Diſguiſes and fair Colours are paving the Way for the Return 


of Popery, as by introducing zew-Uſages into the Church, 
or rather old Errors and Superſtitions which our zealous Re- 


formers caſt out 3 Beware of the Arguments of 
theſe who plead for the fetting up of Popiſh Princes and 
Rulers over us, the immediate Forerunners of Popery. When 


they plead for a Man's hereditary Right to govern as inde- 


Jeafible, believe them not; ſeeing there is nothing in Scripture 
fox it, but on the contrary there are frequent Inſtances of God's 
paſling by the Eldeſt in Families, and chooſing the Younger 
to govern. Neither is there any Thing in Reafon for a Man's 
Right to poſſeſs a Nation or Millions of Men as his Proper- 
ty, which he may difpoſe of as-abfolutely as of his Cattle: 
and that he cannot forfeit this Right by the worſt Uſage af 
them ; and that this Right ſhould deſcend froin him to: his 
Heirs as their natural Inheritance, unalienable upon any Ac- 
count whatſomever. It would be a wicked Arraigning of the 


Goodneſs of God, the merciful Parent of Mankind, to fay, 


he gives a Man an abſolute Right to diſpoſe of his Fellow- 
creatures at his Pleaſure, and hath left no lawful Remedy in 


their Hands againſt the moſt cruel and oppreſſive Tyranny. 
This were in effect to make God himſelf the Patron of law- 


leſs Tyranpy and Oppreſſion. But, let Tyrants and their 
Abettors talk as they will, it is evident that Mankind have a 
natural Right to. ſecure and preſerve their valuable Intereſts 
civil and religious; and alſo that particular Nations have a 
Right to. ſecure to themſelves true Bible- religion, together 


* 
. 


with their Lives and Properties, againſt the lawleſs and bar- 


barons Attacks of Idolatry, Tyranny and Oppreffion. — 
If ſuch Romiſi Agents uſe flattering Speeches and fair Pro- 
.miſcs to gain their Deſign, believe them not; for their Re- 
. ligion binds them to extirpate Hereticks. If they uſe Threat- 


4 tf 


nings to bring you into finful Compliances with them, yield 
| a not 
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not upon any Account to fupport Antichriſt; but keep your 
Garments clean in the Hour of Temptation. Loſe what 
you will, loſe not the Peace and Purity of Conſcience, or 
the Smiles of a reconciled God in Chrit. 5 

X. In this Time of common Danger, let all true Prote- 
ſtants drop their inteſtine Jars, and unite their Counſels, 
Strength. and Prayers againſt the violent Deſigns of Antichriſt 
againſt them and their holy Religion. Let us all with one 
Heart and Mouth pray that Romiſh Darkneſs and Idolatry 
may never overſpread theſe Lands. Now the Devil and his 
Angels, the Pope and his Conclave, the French and Spaniards, 
together with Papiſts and Malignants at home, are all at this 
Time combining to overturn our Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment : 
Wherefore cry fervently, that God may interpoſe and defeat 
their Counſels and Attempts, as he hath frequently. done be- 
fore. — Pray for the Continuance of the Preaching of Chriſt, 
and of the Goſpel-way of Juſtification through his imputed 
Righteouſneſs, in Oppoſition to the Doctrine of Merit. 
Pray for the Continuance of a pure ſpiritual Way of wor- 
ſhipping God, in Oppoſition to a carnal idolatrous Worſhip 
that amuſes the outward Senſes.— Pray for your Poſterity, 
that the Bible, and its Truths and Worſhip, may ftill remain 
with them. Should Popery preyail, what a diſmal Proſpect 
muſt we have of the young and riſing Generations! How. 
ſoon would they be taught to worſhip Images, pray to Saints, 
and practiſe. the Superſtitions of Rome Oh ! ſhould not this 
Confideration awaken your Zeal againſt Popery, and excite 
you to uſe all proper Means to oppoſe it? | 
Likewiſe pity and pray for Illumination to theſe who are 
blinded with the Deluſions of Antichriſt, being carried away 
to dumb Idols even as they are led, and taught to give blind 
Obedience to their Leaders, without looking to what God 
Faith to them in his Word. — Pray that God may open the 
Eyes of cheſe who think they do God Service by killing Pro- 
teſtants, or theſe who cannot fall in with Popiſi Inventions, 
in Oppoſition to Divine Inſtitutions.— And, laſtly, Strive, in 
fuch an evil Day as this, to get into the ſtrong Hold of Chriſt's 
Wounds, and under the Covert of his Blood; for there is 


no Safety in the Day of Wrath but here, 
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